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On the 7th of August, 1835, a century elapsed since the first 
company of Brethren set out from Herrnhut on their way to the 
Dutch colony of Surinam, to proclaim to its heathen inhabitants 
the everlasting Gospel. Through the Divine blessing on their 
ministry, and that of their immediate successors, a little flock of 
converts was gathered from the Arawaks Indians, at tae settle- 
ment of Pilgerhut, which flourished from 1738 to 1760. In 1764, 
a mission was begun, at the instance of the colonial government, 
amongst the free negroes at Bambey, on the Upper Surinam. It 
was not till the end of 1770 that the long-wished-for opportunity 
arrived for commencing similar exertions amongst the negro 
slaves at Paramaribo. The first-fruits of this mission were re- 
ceived into the church by holy baptism in 1776, and three years 
after the Brethren obtained permission to preach the Gospel on 
one of the neighboring plantations. In the beginning of the 
present century, the first two missions, viz., those among the 
Arawaks and the free negroes, had to be given up; but, to com- 
pensate for this, the work amongst the enslaved negroes increased 
continually, both in the town of Paramaribo and on the planta- 
tions. In the last ten years it has assumed a new aspect, espe- 
cially since the formation of a society in 1828, for the spread of 
Christian knowledge amongst the black and colored population. 
By the active support of this society, which has members in Hol- 
land as well as in the colony itself, and was commenced with the 
approbation of the government, the Brethren have been enabled 
greatly to extend their labors on the plantations. 

No visitation of the Surinam mission on the part of a member 
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of the Board of Direction, had taken place since that of Brother 
Liebisch in 1790,—and since Brother Hans Wied was called to be 
a member of that Board in 1811, after superintending the above 
mission for a period of twenty years, considerable changes had 
taken place in its relations. The directing Conference therefore 
deemed it advisable to depute one of their number to make him- 
self personally acquainted with the present state of affairs; and 
this commission devolving upon me, I entered on my journey 
from Berthelsdorf, March 29th, 1835. Amidst the consciousness 
of my own insufficiency for this important engagement, I derived 
strength and comfort from a trust in the Lord’s gracious help ; 
and next to this, from the remembrance and prayers of my 
Brethren and Sisters in the congregations at home, and in those 
also through which I passed. My stay at Neuwied was short, but 
at Zeyst I remained a month, waiting for the sailing of a vessel. 
From hence, I paid a visit, in company of Brother Fraauf, to the 
Hague, where we attended a meeting of the Directors of the 
above-mentioned Society, and were very cordially received by 
them. I thanked them in the name of my Brethren for their 
active co-operation, and stated to them the object of my journey; 
and they assured us, in turn, of their continued interest in our 
labors, and their disposition to support them, taking leave of us 
with many good wishes for the prosperity of our missions, and 
for the Lord’s blessing on my intended voyage. In Amsterdam 
I had likewise an opportunity of waiting on several proprietors 
of Surinam estates, and drawing their attention to the promotion 
of Christian knowledge among their negroes. 

Brother and Sister Déhrmann, who were to be my fellow- 
travellers, having been called to the service of the mission in 
Surinam, had now arrived from Germany, and we embarked at 
Amsterdam on the 15th of May. The North Holland canal, 
which was completed about ten years ago, and is fifty miles long, 
and deep enough for the largest vessels, saved us the tedious and 
difficult navigation of the Zuydersee, with its numerous shallows, 
and brought us to the harbor of Nieuwendiep, on the Helder, at 
the north point of Holland, where a prospect opens to the North 
Sea on one side, and to the Zuydersee and the neighboring islands 
on the other. The handsome and extensive buildings of the royal 
navy, the large men-of-war lying here, and the numerous mer- 
chantmen and small craft, afforded a very beautiful and animated 
prospect. The same evening we went on board a three-masted 
merchant vessel, the Anna en Louisa, Captain Kersis de Jong, 
and being towed out of the harbor next morning by a steamer, 
commenced our main voyage with a favorable wind. It was, on 
the whole, a very prosperous one, and we suffered but little from 
sea-sickness. Our passage through the North Sea and British 
Channel was indeed but slow, as the wind often shifted or sunk 
altogether ; but the fine summer weather made it pleasant. This 
part of our voyage was also enlivened by the number of ships 
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constantly met with in these waters, and the near views which we 
often obtained of the English coast. 

May 22d. The Land’s End disappeared from our gaze. Strong 
winds now drove us rapidly forwards, so that on the Ist of June we 
were midway between the Azores and Madeira. But some small 
demand was now made upon our patience; for, though the 
weather continued fine, the wind slackened so much that we made 
but little way, and often see: * almost stationary for several days 
together. Yet a voyage, wii. all its uniformity, is not devoid of 
objects of interest. The view of the wide ocean, perpetually 
diversified by the winds and calms, or the blue sky and clouds of 
every hue reflected from its surface; the bright mornings; the 
beautiful moonlight or starlight evenings, which in this genial 
atmosphere may be spent on deck ; the wonderful forms that are 
occasionally seen sporting in the waves; all powerfully impress 
the mind with the greatness and glory of the Creator. Attention 
is likewise claimed by the varied activity of the crew, and the 
many manoeuvres which are required to guide the ship aright over 
the boundless expanse of ocean, and to keep every thing in proper 
order. Besides this, we found sufficient and appropriate employ- 
ment in learning the Negro-English language, and reading the ver- 
sion of the New Testament in that dialect. 

On the 15th of June, when we crossed the northern tropic, and the 
noonday sun shone vertically on our heads, we first fell in with 
the trade-wind from the east, which impelled us forward at the rate 
of fifty geographical miles a day; so that in another week, the 
frequent appearance of sea-birds, and the green color of the sea, 
indicated our approach to the continent of South America. In 
the morning of June 25th, we saw the hilly coast of French Guiana 
lying before us, a refreshing sight for eyes that had so long beheld 
nothing but sky and water. In the afternoon we passed the 
mouth of the Maravine river, beyond which the colony of Suri- 
nam begins, whose flat and wooded coast offers few landmarks to 
the mariner ; and twenty-four hours later we ran into the Surinam 
with wind and tide in our favor. It was already dark when we 
dropped anchor before the town of Paramaribo, with heartfelt 
thanks to the Lord, who had so graciously led us hither, and 
preserved us from all harm. Our voyage had lasted six weeks. 
Our friendly captain, who had paid us every attention during the 
voyage, immediately set out with us for the mission-house ; but 
Brother Voigt was already on deck as we pushed off in the boat, 
the darkness preventing us from recognizing him. We met on 
the shore, and were presently welcomed in the mission-house by 
the rest of our dear Brethren and Sisters, with mutual and most 
lively joy. The negro congregation too, about to return home 
from the evening meeting, passed through the hall into which we 
had been ushered, greeting us with friendly looks. 

On the following day we were, according to custom, presented 
by our captain to the Governor, Baron von Hankeren. He is 
President of the Missionary Association in this town, and an 
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active supporter of the cause. As the third son of the Prince of 
Orange, who has devoted himself to the naval service, had arrived 
here a few days before, on an experimental voyage with a num- 
ber of cadets, intending to spend some weeks in the colony, and 
all the authorities were busy in preparing for the fetes to be given 
in honor of his visit, we begged to defer the audience on missionary 
subjects till after his departure, to which the Governor very kindly 
acceded. We also waited upon the Attorney-General. These 
visits led us through a considerable part of the town, which has 
been almost entirely rebuilt since the great conflagration of January 
1821 and September 1832, only a few traces of the fire being vis- 
ible here and there. The straight and very spacious streets, and 
the neat wooden houses, though only of one or two stories, most 
of them painted gray, and with courts and gardens intervening, 
give it a lightsome and cheerful appearance. Visitors from 
Europe are especially struck by the numerous exotic productions, 
the palms surrounding many of the buildings, avenues of orange- 
trees, pisangs, or bananas, with their gigantic foliage, and many 
other vegetable wonders. But what attracts the attention ofa 
stranger more than all, is the black and brown population ; of the 
20,000 inhabitants of the city about three-fourths being negroes or 
mulattoes. Water-street, extending along the bank of the majestic 
river, is particularly lively, presenting a gay spectacle of Dutch and 
North American vessels lying at anchor, whilst its crowded market- 
place exhibits a variety of strange productions. Amidst the 
throng, we see with pity many traces of the Elephantiasis, called 
also Boasie,* which has been greatly on the increase in this colony 
within the last twenty or thirty years. One of its common symp- 
toms is the thickly swollen feet, which almost every where meet 
the eye, as those who are suffering only from this stage of the 
malady, do not on that account suspend their daily employments. 
For such as are more seriously afflicted, and where the disease 
manifests itself in a general eruption, or loss of limbs, an asylum 
has been erected on. the river Copename, in the western part of 
the colony. 

The Brethren reside in the middle of the town, though at no 
great distance from the river. The wooden mission-church, 
erected in the year 1828, chiefly through the kind encouragement 
and benevolent exertions of Mr. Lefroy, is the largest building 
in the town. Round it are situated the mission-house, the bake- 
house, and workshops, together with the habitations of the 
negroes in our immediate employ, and a small garden, forming 
altogether an extensive court. 

In the evening meeting on June 27th, I and my fellow-travellers 
were introduced to the negro congregation by Brother Passavant, 
and I delivered to them the salutations of my colleagues, and 
especially of Brother Wied, as well as of the other Missionaries, 


* A variety of the Lazarus sickness, or leprosy, prevalent at the Cape of 
Good Hope.—Ed. 
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who formerly served in Surinam, and are now resting in Europe 
from their labors. These were received with much interest, the 
negroes being greatly attached to their former religious instruc- 
tors. 

On the following day, being Sunday, our time was fully occu- 
pied. At eight o’clock the Reformed service was held for the last 
time in ourchurch. The Reformed church having fallen a prey 
to the flames in 1821, and the Lutheran church, which had been 
opened to the former congregation, sharing the same fate in the 
fire of 1832, the Reformed congregation had availed themselves 
of the offer of the Brethren to make use of the mission-church 
until their own had been rebuilt. The Reformed minister, Mr. 
Roelofz, preached in Dutch from 2 Cor. v.1, on the believer’s 
hope in death, and the happiness of the life to come. Amongst 
the numerous hearers were the Governor and the young Prince, 
with their whole suite. At eleven, Brother Treu preached to our 
congregation in Negro-English, after which the Missionaries con- 
versed with the native assistants in reference to the individual 
speaking before the ensuing celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
In the evening, Brother Voigt held the address preparatory to it. 

June 29th. We were joined by Brother and Sister Hartman, 
who have for a short time been residing on the plantation Char- 
lottenburg, recently purchased for the Brethren by the Missivnary 
Society; and the whole company of Missionaries being now 
together, I laid before them the object of my commission, and 
requested their confidence and support in the discharge of it. 
That this was readily yielded to me, I had many encouraging and 
humbling proofs in the prosecution of my duties. During the 
following week, I endeavored to make myself acquainted with 
my Brethren personally, and with the extensive work committed 
to them. 

The mission among the slave population of the town was begun 
in 1776, on a very small scale, amidst scorn and contempt from 
without. Aged negroes are still met with, who speak with interest 
of those early times, when their intercourse with the Missionaries 
exposed them to ill-usage from their masters ; but the word made 
so much the deeper impression on their hearts. The number of 
negroes who placed themselves under their care increased but 
slowly ; in the first twenty-five years it did not much exceed 300, 
while at the jubilee of 1826 it amounted to upwards of 1800, and 
now exceeds 3000. Various causes may be assigned for this 
rapid increase in recent times. A desolating attack of small-pox, 
which in the year 1819 swept away more than 2000 persons 
within the colony, brought many heathen to the conviction, that 
their dumb idols could not help them, but the living God alone. 
The first great conflagration in 1821 was also a loud call upon 
the whole heathen population. After this alarming catastrophe, 
the chapel was often unable to contain the numbers who, aroused 
out of their carnal security, sought for consolation and grace to 
help in time of need; and in the course of that one year, ninety- 
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six persons were added to the congregation by baptism. The 
work met with increasing encouragement, as the early pre- 
judices entertained by the whites against the Brethren and negro 
conversion gradually died away. When, in 1826, the two other 
Protestant churches in the town were left for nearly the whole 
year without pastors, our Missionaries were often requested both 
by Reformed and Lutherans to baptize their children. The erec- 
tion of the new mission-church excited much interest in the town, 
and called forth numerous contributions ; since that time also, the 
public services have been attended by many whites and free peo- 
ple of color. Whatever prejudices still remained in some bosoms, 
were finally dissipated by the formation of the Missionary Society 
already mentioned, at the head of which the Governor and other 
eminent individuals, both civil and ecclesiastical, placed them- 
selves without any solicitation, and whose declared aim was the 
promotion of Christianity amongst the heathen inhabitants of the 
colony by the instrumentality of the Moravian Brethren. The 
same object is indirectly advanced by various ordinances of Gov- 
ernment, promulgated in later years. According to these, no 
heathen are any longer admitted to the rights of citizenship; and 
without these rights, no negro, even after he has obtained his 
freedom, is allowed to carry on a trade, be a possessor of slaves 
himself, or give evidence in a court of justice. But no slave can 
be manumitted who has not already embraced either the Christian 
or the Jewish faith; and as a considerable number of negroes 
obtain their freedom every year, either by the labor of their own 
hands, or by the voluntary act of their masters, the above-men- 
tioned law, which has a retrospective force even in regard to 
those that have been enfranchised while in a state of heathenism, 
tends not a little to increase the number of negroes, desirous of 
admission within the pale of the Christian church. The Govern- 
ment ordinarily refers the manumitted negroes to the Brethren’s 
Missionaries for instruction, and commits to their special care the 
slaves subject to its immediate control, whose numbers amount to 
several hundreds ; likewise the black soldiery, quartered in and 
near the town. The lepers in the Institution at Batavia, on the 
Copename, are placed under the charge of the Roman Catholic 
clergy. It is also deserving of notice, that negroes, who die in 
heathenism, are buried without any solemnity; while, on the 
other hand, those that belong to the congregation at Paramaribo 
are interred in the manner usual in our church. The importance 
attached to this rite by the negroes generally, induces many, 
therefore, who, in days of health, manifested no desire for reli- 
gious instruction, to request the Missionaries to visit them on 
their sick-beds. 

The foregoing circumstances, favorable as they prove to the 
dissemination of Divine truth, are, however, unavoidably con- 
nected with disadvantages which, whilst the work is outwardly 
extending, have a prejudicial influence on its spiritual growth. 
Now that the reproach and opposition which were formerly en- 
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countered, no longer winnow and purge the floor; but, on the 
contrary, a profession of the Christian faith is connected with 
external privileges ; it is not surprising that the negro congrega- 
tion is becoming more and more a mixed multitude, among which 
many are satisfied with baptism and a form of religion, while they 
seek not for the baptism of the Spirit, and the regeneration of the 
heart. Were it not that our church-discipline still keeps many 
back, it would be easy for us to double the number of our mem- 
bers. The number of competent native assistants is extremely 
disproportioned to the size of the congregation ; hence they can- 
not pay that special attention to individuals which was formerly 
the case; and without their co-operation it is impossible for the 
Missionaries to gain that accurate knowledge of the every-day 
character and demeanor of their flock which is desirable. Another 
source of decline is the increasing proportion of such as were 
baptized as children, because their parents belonged to the con- 
gregation. Many of these, as they grow up, withdraw themselves 
from our care, and lead a worldly life. It is, besides, no unusual 
case, that negroes in connection with us are removed by sale to 
the plantations, or hired to work on them, whereby the Mis- 
sionaries lose all sight and knowledge of them. A large portion 
of the baptized negroes, moreover, have grown up in the vicious 
practices of heathenism, and are still surrounded by numberless 
temptations and evil examples ; hence their conduct is not always 
consistent with their profession, and not a few have to be excluded 
from the Church. 

There remains, however, notwithstanding all these deductions, 
a large number who walk worthy of the Gospel, in simplicity of 
heart, though often with very limited knowledge, and who afford 
encouraging evidence that the labors of the Missionaries are not 
in vain. It is also publicly acknowledged, that the gross super- 
stition prevailing among the heathen population has received a 
powerful check, the frequency of crime been diminished, and 
general morality materially promoted, by means of our endeavors. 

It is only within the last ten years, that regular schools have 
been commenced for the young. Besides a Sunday school, which 
is also frequented by adults, day schools are kept for boys and 
girls, in which the more advanced pupils attend to the lower 
classes, under the superintendence of the Missionary. All negro 
and colored children in the town are admitted to this instruction ; 
but, as they live much scattered, and some of them at a distance, 
and as their parents and masters often set no value on it, the 
attendance in many cases is far from regular. They are instructed 
in reading, in Scripture history, and in the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel; and learn texts and hymns, the latter of which they are also 
taught to sing. The Negro-English New Testament, printed at 
the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society, a Hymn- 
book, and several small works compiled by the Missionaries, and 
most of them printed by means of a hand-press, presented to 
them by the Zeyst Missionary Society, have been found extremely 
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useful. Several hundred negroes have learned in this manner to 
read God’s Word, and the blessed effects of it are continually 
extending on the plantations also, where the printed Word is 
circulated by individuals who can read and explain it. 

In the mission-church, besides the Sunday preachings and 
children’s meetings, there are evening services throughout the 
week, some of which are public, and others restricted to the negro 
congregation and its several divisions. The Missionaries, aware 
that the frequent aecessions from without have a tendency to 
impair the purity and inward strength of the flock, solemnly 
pledged themselves, on the occasion of my visit, to be faithful in 
applying every means for the special care ofsouls. Amongst the 
chief of these means rank the appointment of faithful and zealous 
native assistants, whose number was filled up during my stay; 
and the bands, or conversations,* held by them and the Missiona- 
ries with the separate classes, which, amongst other useful pur- 
poses, enable the assistants to become acquainted with the new 
people, and to invite the more promising of them to the individual 
speaking with the Missionaries. Visits to the sick in the town 
likewise afford our Brethren daily opportunities of affectionate 
address and exhortation. On visiting many wretched objects, in 
their small dark huts, where, amidst severe bodily sufferings, they 
are often destitute of every earthly comfort, we are deeply im- 
pressed with the saving power, and happy influence of the Gospel, 
as their mouths often overflow with thankfulness for the inward 
peace and blessedness which the heart enjoys in communion with 
the Saviour. There are many poor heathens, however, who put 
off their conversion till the approach of death, and then, for the 
first time, send for the Missionary ; often more from a desire to 
receive an honorable Christian burial, than from a real sense of 
their spiritual need. Some of these poor creatures may, doubt- 
Jess, be savingly benefited; but they are often incapable, from 
extreme pain or exhaustion, of rightly comprehending what is 
said to them. 

July 4th. We partook of the Holy Communion with the negro 
congregation ; and, a fortnight after, six adults were incorporated 
with it by baptism. On both occasions I was powerfully affected, 
and strengthened in the conviction, that this work, with all its 
imperfections, is a work of God. 


The preceding statement refers exclusively to the labors of our 
Missionaries in the Town: totally different, as to their opportuni- 
ties of hearing the Gospel, is the situation of the 50,000 negroes 





* This institution was early introduced in the renewed church of the Breth-. 
ren, and is still retained in our Missions. The object is to afford the indi- 
viduals composing the several classes, or church divisions, (e.g. new people, 
baptized, communicants, &c.,) an opportunity of conversing familiarly with 
their instructors and with each other, on the state of their own souls, and of 
receiving and imparting spiritual counsel, admonition, and encouragement. 
—Ep. ’ 
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who are scattered over the 4 or 500 plantations of the colony. 
These plantations lie along the banks of the rivers which water 
the colony, viz. the Surinam, the Commewyne and Cottika, and 
the Saramacca, with their various branches and canals, to a dis- 
tance of from fifty to seventy miles from the town. The greater 
part of them are sugar plantations; cotton is grown on many 
estates along the sea coast; the cultivation of coffee, as the least 
productive, has been gradually falling into disuse, since the pro- 
hibition of the slave trade diminished the number of hands. In 
the more remote tracts of the colony, the profit of many estates 
consists in timber, which is felled in the woods, and transported 
down to Paramaribo. The communications are almost entirely 
by water. There are no carriage roads whatever beyond the city 
district. Foot-paths are kept up from one plantation to another 
only with the greatest difficulty, as they are soon overgrown by 
the rank vegetation, and in the wet season are almost impassable. 
The whole interior of the country, as it recedes from the rivers, 
is one continuous forest, which the thick and tangled underwood, 
and the frequent marshes, render almost impenetrable. It also 
girdles the banks of the rivers through their whole length; so 
that, especially in the remote districts, the cultivated parts of the 
country appear like little islands in the midst of an immeasurable 
ocean of wood. 

The Missionary work on these plantations cannot, owing to 
various causes, be conducted on the plan of that in the West 
Indies, where there are churches at central stations, to which the 
negroes can flock —at least, on Sundays, and often, also, on week- 
days—from the plantations of the whole surrounding district, and 
enjoy regular instruction and spiritual superintendence. An at- 
tempt of this kind was made, in 1785, at Sommelsdyk, at the con- 
fluence of the Commewyne and Cottika, where the Brethren had 
obtained permission to take charge of the negroes on some sur- 
rounding estates. The Government itself granted them a piece 
of land for the purpose, and regular meetings were held, for a 
year or two, in the newly-erected church. But they were not 
properly supported ; the post soon served the Brethren only asa 
starting-place, from which they could more easily perform their 
visits to the few plantations accessible to them, and in 1817 it 
was finally abandoned. The only way, therefore, in which the 
plantation negroes can have the Gospel preached to them, is by 
the visits of the Missionaries ; and this is connected with so many 
difficulties, that, till within the last ten years, only three or four 
plantations were open to them. A special permission of the pro- 
prietor or agent of the estate is requisite, which is not easily 
obtained, most of the former being resident in Europe, and the 
latter having rarely full powers for the purpose; besides that, 
many plantations are joint property, and have more than one 
agent. The Missionaries, moreover, when visiting a number of 
plantations in succession, must necessarily arrive at most of them 
on week-days, when it is often difficult to obtain any free hours 
Vou, VI.—32 
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for the negroes, especially during the sugar-harvest, at which 
ime the work of expressing and boiling the juice goes on day 
and night, with but little intermission. At an earlier period, too, 
the Brethren were dependent upon the good-will of the managers 
to send a boat of rowers to fetch them, as they had none of their 
own. 

It has been one great object of the new Society to assist the 
Brethren in this department of their labors. It defrays the yearly 
expense of two boats, and five rowers constantly attendant on each. 
At the commencement of the present year, it purchased Charlot- 
tenburg, on the Cottika, a relinquished coffee plantation, in the 
most cultivated part of the country, and furnished the spacious 
house for the Brethren. The Government itself set the planters 
the example, by requesting the Brethren to visit all the estates in 
its possession. ‘These exertions have produced a visible effect, 
and the prejudices entertained against the access of the Mis- 
sionaries to the plantations are evidently giving way. An increas- 
ing proportion of proprietors, agents, and managers, show them- 
selves friendly to the Missionary cause, and the number of plan- 
tations open to us,. which five years ago amounted to 20, is at 
present 46. 

Nevertheless, this part of the work remains very imperfect. As 
the circuit increases, the visits of the Missionaries can be less 
frequently repeated ; most plantations are visited but once a month, 
and the more distant ones but once in two months. A short time 
only can be spent on each; and the pastoral care of souls, and 
individual acquaintance with them, as well as the instruction of 
youth, are, under such circumstances, quite impossible. The whole 
number of baptized on the plantations now amounts to about 
500; and an equal number of unbaptized attend the meetings. 
This is, indeed, but a small proportion of the whole; yet the work 
is evidently advancing ; one door is opened after another for the 
preaching of the Gospel ; and we may hope, that the seed of Divine 
Truth, scattered in.so many places, will work as a leaven, till, by 
degrees, the whole mass is leavened. The conversion of the 
heathen is, however, a work of faith and patience, whose success 
must not be estimated by numbers, but by the promise of the Lord. 

(To be concluded in the next Number.) 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
II. SOUTH AFRICA. 


Since the publication of our last number, we have received 
from Genadendal the affecting intelligence of the departure of our 
dear brother and fellow-servant, Dr. Edw. Lees, which took place 
at that settlement on the 14th April, ina very gentle and peaceful 
manner. By his early translation, the Mission in South Africa, 
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and the whole neighborhood in which he resided, have sustained 
a severe loss, and one which it will not be easy to repair. From 
the period of his first arrival at Genadendal, in March 1832, he 
made it his great object to approve himself as a Missionary in 
spirit, if not in name, and to consecrate his varied acquirements, 
more especially in medicine, in languages, and in music, to the 
service of his Lord and Saviour, and to the advancement of the 
spiritual and temporal well-being of all around him. During his 
last illness, he gave abundant evidence that he knew whom he 
believed, and that he was weil prepared, by the grace and Spirit 
of God, for the change which awaited him. His beloved wife, 
who, during their short matrimonial connexion, approved herself 
in all things as a help meet for him, he was enabled to commit to 
the care and guidance of that Lord, whose mercy and faithfulness 
he had himself so largely experienced, and who has promised to 
be a father to the fatherless, and a husband to the widow. 

The information contained in Brother Teutsch’s letter of the 
24th April, of the discharge of the Genadendal Hottentots, who 
had been so long detained on military service near the Eastern 
boundary of the colony, will be read with much satisfaction by all 
who have sympathized in the anxieties and privations, to which 
they were subjected during a period of full two years. From 
GroeENekLovr, Enon, and Exim, the accounts received are, on the 
whole, encouraging. The prospect of establishing a second out- 
post at a place called Duinvonteyn, in the neighborhood of the 
last mentioned settlement, is one among many proofs of the bless- 
ing, which the Lord is pleased to lay on the labors of His 
servants. Nearly all the settlers at Houtkloof are stated to have 
been brought into connexion with the congregation at Elim ; many 
being already communicants, and none remaining unbaptized. 


EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF SHILOH FOR 1835, 


January 1st. We entered the new year with fervent prayer to 
our gracious Lord, that He would accompany with His blessing 
our feeble testimony of the word of His cross, and make it the 
means of rescuing many of the ignorant and barbarous heathen by 
whom we are surrounded, from the slavery of sin and Satan, and 
rendering them partakers of the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. Our hearts were cheered by the remembrance of His 
parting promise, “ Lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world,” and we were enabled to believe that he would 
continue to reveal Himself to us as our counsellor, comforter, and 
helper in every time of need. 

During the following days Brother Hoffman and his wife spoke 
with the new people and candidates for baptism. A Tambookie 
woman made the following candid confession : ‘* We often speak 
together of the truth of God, and acknowledge that it is a great 
and a powerful word ; and such we feel it to be, when we are in 
the church; but when we return home, our minds become engrossed 
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with other things, and we think too little about what we have 
heard.” Among our Hottentots we observed a general desire to 
become better acquainted with their Creator and Redeemer, and 
to be able to show themselves doers as well as hearers of His 
word. The simple expressions of the children also pleased us, as 
they proved that their hearts were not strangers to the love of 
Jesus. 

On the festival of Epiphany a Hottentot woman was baptized 
into the death of Jesus, under a lively perception of the Divine 
presence. 

The same day Mapasa had a conference with Commandant 
VanWyk, whom he assured of his peaceable intentions, and his 
determination to take no part in the Caffre war, of the progress of 
which we continue to hear the most distressing accounts. Not- 
withstanding the troubles and alarms of the present period, we 
ventured, in reliance upon the merciful help of the Lord, which 
we have already so richly experienced, to lay the foundation of a 
new church on the 8th instant. 

On the 14th, we conversed with the baptized and the communi- 
cant members of our flock, and in general found cause to thank 
the Lord for the grace prevailing among them. 

In these days three Caffres visited us, requesting that we would 
assist them to pass the frontier, and stating that they were com- 
missioned by Hintza to treat of peace with the English. On being 
told that no Caffre would be allowed to cross the boundary, an 
aged counsellor of Hintza answered, “I am the mouth of Hintza, 
and am not afraid to go; no door is shut against us; and even 
should this be the case, we have power to open it: if needful, 
we will go as far as Cape Town, for our master desires peace, and 
all who seek for war are foolish men.” As we could not let these 
poor people venture within the colony, Brother Bonatz rode to 
the frontier post on the 20th, with a company of Hottentots. The 
same evening he returned with the intelligence that some of the 
farmers had engaged to fetch them the following day, which they 
accordingly did. The tribe of Hintza being the most numerous 
and powerful of the Caffre race, we could not but feel thankful 
for this indication of a desire on his part to return toa state of 
peace, and for the providential opportunity afforded us of encour- 
aging so good a feeling. 

On the 26th, a field-cornet came hither with a commando of 
farmers, after escorting a company of Tambookies, who were 
encamped on the Great Table Mountain, to the banks of the 
Oskraal river, not far from our place: there they remained peace- 
ably for some time. 

February 4th. About 5 P. M. an immense swarm of locusts 
passed over our place, and settled in the fields and gardens, 
where, however, they did no great damage to the crops. 

10th. The Caffre chief, Hintza, arrived with us, accompanied 
by Mapasa and about thirty of their people. The following day 
they continued their journey to the frontigr. Hintza was distin- 
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guished from his followers merely by a kaross or mantle of tigers’ 
skins. He appeared anxious, and afraid to venture to the fron- 
tier, but at length yielded to our representations, took courage, 
and went. He is said to possess, as king or superior chieftain, 
51,000 head of cattle, but seemed as eager as the generality of his 
nation to obtain presents. Two knives were given him, which 
he thankfully accepted. On the 12th he returned from the fron- 
tier, apparently much pleased with the reception he had met with, 
and spoke much of the fine cattle he had seen belonging to the 
commando of farmers. Having promised to return an early an- 
swer to the terms which had been offered him on the part of the 
Colonial Government, he hastened back to join his counsellors, 
the following day. 

About this time, Sister Hoffman had to suffer severely from an 
attack of fever, which left her much enfeebled. 

On the 31st, the earth was refreshed by a heavy rain, accompa- 
nied with thunder and lightning. 

The following day we enjoyed the Lord’s Supper with our 
little flock of communicants. 

March. On the 7th, we received a friendly letter from Captain 
Armstrong of the Kat river, urging us to lose no time in retiring 
with our people to a place of safety, with whatever loss of property 
such a measure might be connected. He stated, that a body of 
5000 English troops and colonists was on the point of entering 
the Caffre territory ; and it was to be feared, that the hostile 
Caffres would retire into the neighborhood of our settlement, in 
which case we should be exposed to the greatest hazard, without 
the possibility of our receiving assistance from the advancing 
force. This communication occasioned us much perplexity. 
After considering the subject in every point of view, we deter- 
mined, however, to await the result of the pending negotiation 
between the Commandant Van Wyk and Hintza, knowing that our 
position would be more or less perilous according as the decision 
of the latter, for peace or for war with the colony, might tend to 
draw the stream of conflict either away from or towards our set- 
tlement. Meanwhile, it continued to be our fervent prayer, that 
whatever might be the result, we. might feel that we were in the 
hands of the Lord, whose mercies are great. The declarations of 
our Tambookies at this period, and their earnest entreaties that 
we would not forsake them, affected and encouraged us greatly. 
We were also much gratified with the repeated assurance of their 
intention to take no part in the war, but to demean themselves as 
children of peace. Although the transactions of the Commandant 
Van Wyk with Hintza were attended with no beneficial result, 
Hintza and his tribe being shortly after involved in the unhappy 
contest, we were induced, by a combination of circumstances, to 
remain at our post, and to commit ourselves, and the people under 
our care, about 400 in number, together with all their and our 


property, to the guidance and protection of the Shepherd and 
Watchman of Israel. 
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Our services on Sunday the 15th were attended by many of the 
colonists posted in our neighborhood. ° 

We continued to receive very alarming and afflicting accounts 
of the devastations caused by the hostile Caffres, the destruction 
of various Missionary settlements, and the expulsion of the Mis- 
sionaries themselves; and during the night of the 18th, we were 
not a little disturbed by the continued loud barking of our dogs, 
which seemed to indicate that the enemy were almost at our doors. 
This, however, proved not to be the case. 

The speaking with the communicants, during the last week of 
the month, afforded us much encouragement. The season of trial 
appeared to be made a season of blessing to most of them, and 
their expressions of trust in the Lord and resignation to his will, 
were very edifying to us. 

19th. We were visited by a tremendous hail-storm, which 
caused great devastation in our fields and gardens. The young 
Indian corn and beans especially suffered. A bed of tobacco, 
which was nearly ripe, was entirely destroyed. The hailstones, 
which were as large as small plums, made such holes in the 
pumpkins, that few of them will be fit for use next winter. In 
our cattle-kraal, no fewer than seventeen sheep and goats were 
killed, either by the hail, or by suffocation, owing to their crowd- 
ing together and leaping upon one another. On the 22d, we had 
the privilege to enjoy in fellowship the Lord’s Supper, greatly. to 
our comfort and refreshment. 

On the following day we heard that Mapasa had determined to 
take shelter in these parts, with a portion of his people. We 
were much interested to receive a visit from the aged father of 
our old friend Bowana, who commonly resides with Mapasa. His 
appearance bespoke the age of 100 years, though he still seemed 
lively and vigorous. The first thing he did was to beg tobacco: 
for the object of our living here he showed no interest whatever. 

In the first days of April, the Commandant Van Wyk left our 
neighborhood, and advanced towards the Windvogelsberg. He 
assured Brother Bonatz that he believed that the danger was 
nearly passed, as regarded our settlement, but promised to take 
up a position which would enable him to protect us in case of 
need. On the 5th, Mapasa paid us a visit, and behaved towards 
us in a very friendly manner. 

The solemn services of the Passion Week and Easter, and espe- 
cially the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday, 
were attended with rich blessing to ourselves and to our little 
flock. On the Sunday after Easter, eight persons, including two 
Tambookies, who had been baptized or admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper during the past year, assembled to thank the Lord for the 
mercy bestowed upon them, and to devote themselves anew to 
that Savivur who had bought them with his precious blood. 

On the 1st of May, the building of the new Church, which had 
been interrupted for the season, was recommenced. 

On the 14th, Brother and Sister Hoffman spoke with the com- 








——————— Ee a 


ome 





FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 255 


municants, and rejoiced to find that not a few of their number had 
experienced the healing power of the good Physician, and the 
cleansing and sanctifying power of that precious blood, which is 
the only effectual cure for all spiritual diseases. 

On the 24th, the classes for candidates of baptism were held, on 
which occasion a Tambookie man observed, that his heart was 
like a vessel into which was cast nothing but rubbish, and which 
was therefore very difficult to make and keep clean. This con- 
fession afforded the Missionary an opportunity of setting forth 
the doctrine of the entire depravity of human nature, and the 
necessity of the conversion and cleansing of the heart by the blood 
of Jesus. 

June. In the beginning of this month, we spoke with the 
various classes of our people. On the whole, we had much plea- 
sure with the Hottentots, but most of the Tambookies appeared 
still enveloped in darkness; for though they are very ready to 
acknowledge, that there must be a change wrought in them, it is 
evident that they cling to their old sinful practices, and cherish 
their base and grovelling desires. In some there appeared indeed 
a more serious disposition of mind. Thus a woman, being asked 
whether she was making progress in the knowledge of God and 
of herself, answered, “ I cannot say much on this subject, for my 
heart is not like a running stream, which brings every thing to 
view, but rather like a stagnant pool, which is full of unclean 
things, and has not the means of clearing itself.” Another 
woman replied to a question concerning the immortality of the 
soul as follows :—* I shall not die, for I hear that he who believes 
in God has eternal life ; it is therefore that I wish to remain at 
this place.” An attempt was made to explain to her, that she 
had not understood this declaration right; for that only those 
who, being united to Christ by faith, possessed spiritual life, could 
inherit that eternal life which would be the portion of God’s 
children in the world to come. 

After the individual speaking on the 4th, two Tambookies and 
four Hottentots were appointed for Holy Baptism, and five Hot- 
tentots for reception into the congregation. They all expressed 
great thankfulness for the privileges about to be conferred upon 
them. The baptism of the six catechumens took place on Whit- 
Monday, under a lively perception of the presence of Jesus. 

Among the visitors present, was our esteemed friend Mr. Hart of 
Somerset. 

July. Atthe speaking previous to the Holy Communion, a 
Hottentot who has a large family to provide for, made the follow- 
ing remark :—* When my children beg for food, of which I have 
at present but a scanty store, I often tell them that their father 
has also a Father in Heaven, and inquire if they remember to 
pray to Him for what they feel they need, since He has promised 
to provide for the wants of all his creatures. When I afterwards 
converse with them on the subject, I find to my comfort that they 

have thought upon what I have said, and are contented.” 





























































































































256 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 


After an absence of a fortnight, Brother Fritsch returned on 
the 14th from a journey to the colonial frontier, whither he had 
gone with a load of corn to get it ground. He was able to bring 
back no more than six bushels of flour, and we were therefore 
glad that an opportunity offered of purchasing 10 muid (30 bushels) 
of barley-meal. At the same time 30 sheep were obtained in 
barter for knives of our own manufacture, an article in great 
request in this district. 

On Sunday the 19th, Brother and Sister Hoffman held the 
classes of the baptized. Many of those present expressed them- 
selves with great simplicity concerning what the Lord had done 
for their souls, and the obligation under which they were to live 
to His glory. A ‘Tambookie woman uttered the feelings of her 
heart in words to this effect:— Our Saviour desires nothing 
from us, in return for His bitter sufferings and death, but our 
sinful hearts. O may I be enabled to devote myself to Him, that, 
when my last hour arrives, I may be ready to stand before Him, 
washed in His blood, and clothed in His righteousness !” 

In the course of a journey to the Kat River, Brother Fritsch 
had an opportunity of obtaining an audience of the Governor at 
Fort Beaufort, and bringing under his notice several circumstan- 
ces connected with the present state of the Mission at Shiloh. 
His Excellency received him with great kindness, and expressed 
his readiness to do all in his power to advance the prosperity of 
the Mission, and to encourage the Hottentots and Tambookies 
who may place themselves under our care, to live together in peace 
and amity, the Gospel having, as he observed, been given for the 
spiritual and temporal good of men of all colors. 

August 11th. Brother Fritsch and his wife conversed with the 
Hottentot communicants, and Brother Bonatz with those of the 
Tambookie nation. Joseph, a Mantatee, expressed, in very 
pleasing terms, his gratitudé to the Lord for the mercy shown him; 
adding, “I ought to be far more thankful for the blessings I enjoy, 
and live more to His glory ; nor should I forget, that, by unfaith- 
fulness, I may lose what I already possess. Nevertheless, when 
I draw near to our Saviour in prayer, I never fail to experience, 
that He is the strength of the feeble, and the friend of helpless 
sinners.” 

The festival of the 13th was celebrated in the usual manner, 
and proved a day of rich blessing. 

September. In the first days of this month, Brother and Sister 
Hoffman spoke with the married couples belonging to our flock, 
of whom 2 are Hottentots, and five Tambookies. A desire was 
generally manifested by those who have children, to train them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. On this occasion the 
remark was made, that although man becomes weaker as he grows 
older, the sinful inclinations of his corrupt nature retain all their 
strength, and that for this there is no remedy but what is derived 
from union with Christ, and converse with Him by prayer. 

In the night of the 11th the cold was sp intense; that our water- 
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course was frozen, and the vegetables in our garden much in- 
jured. 

; Oct. 4th, was the baptism of two Hottentots, a married couple, 
and two Tambookie women. The latter transaction was the first 
performed in the language of the natives, and seemed to make a 
deep impression on all present. 

On the 8th, we received the joyful intelligence from Mr. Thom- 
son, of the Kat River, that peace had been concluded between the 
Caffres and the Colony. 

On the 22d, Colonel Somerset arrived here with a company of 
300 armed colonists, and 100 soldiers ; and Mapasa, having been 
apprised of the object of his coming, hastened to Shiloh, where a 
negotiation was entered into between him and the colonel, the 
result of which was, that the former agreed to place his territory 
under the protection of the Colonial Government, and consider 
himself a dependant on the British crown. 

Nov. 7th. A Tambookie family, consisting of six persons, 
obtained leave to reside in our place. The father seems an old 
man, and had been long in the service of Mapasa. The same day, 
the mother of Mapasa, a sister of the late chief Hintza, asked 
permission to occupy a portion of our land. Were she to settle 
with us, and become a true convert, the consequence might be 
most beneficial to the family of Bowana. A Bushman family of 
five persons also came to live with us. 

The festival of Christmas and the close of the year were solem- 
nized in the usual manner, and under a lively perception of the 
presence and peace of Jesus. 

In the course of the year 1835, 9 Hottentots and 13 Tambookie 
children were born and baptized ; also 9 adult Hottentots and 14 
Tambookies became partakers of the baptismal rite; 6 Hottentots 
and 2 Tambookies died: 34 of the former, and 37 of the latter, 
obtained leave to reside with us. Five Hottentots were received 
into the congregation, and one Hottentot and one Tambookie 
admitted to the communion. 

At the close of the year, the flock under our care consisted of 
62 baptized adults, of whom 37 are communicants ; 36 baptized 
children, and 25 candidates for baptism ; new people, 355; in all, 
478—viz. 213 Hottentots and 265 Tambookies. Of entire stran- 
gers, about 200, chiefly Mantatees, live in our neighborhood. 
Joun Fritscn. J. F.Horrman. Ap. Bonatz. 





EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER L. TEUTSCH. 
Genadendal, February, 1837. 

“ Dear Brotuer,—I proceed with my report of the more 

interesting occurrences which have marked the progress of the 

Mission in South Africa, from the date of my last letter to you. 

“From Suton, my accounts come down to the 23d of January. 

Brother Fritsch informs me, under that date, that the Lieut.- 


Governor Stockenstrom, accompanied by a military officer and 
Vou. VI.—33 
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several magistrates, had paid a visit to the settlement on the 19th, 
on which occasion the whole of the district was formally restored 
to Mapasa, and in place of Captain Rabe, whose little garrison 
had been withdrawn some weeks before, a Mr. Fyen was appointed 
resident, with consular authority from the British government. 
This gentleman has been directed to reside at a place about ten 
miles from Shiloh, though he would much prefer taking up his 
abode with us. A treaty is said to have been concluded with 
Mapasa, according to which he engages to promote the spread of 
the Christian religion among his subjects. It is also stated, that 
no colonist is henceforward to proceed armed into the Tambookie 
country, further than the residence of the consul, on pain of 
death. If he has permission from Mapasa, he may in future trade 
with the natives without a British license; but in the event of 
guns, powder, or spiritous liquors being found in his possession, 
he is liable to the forfeiture of his oxen, wagons, and other effects, 
and to be sent out of the country immediately. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is reported to have said to Mapasa, that he should con- 
sider Shiloh as his rock, and the Missionaries as his fathers ; and 
that if he injured them, or failed to protect them, he could not 
expect to enjoy the favor of the Colonial Government. Between 
the 10th and 19th of January, there occurred a succession of hail- 
storms, which did great injury to the garden produce, and 
damaged the water-courses. Our brethren state, that they had 
never before witnessed so extensive an inundation. The number 
of inhabitants at the close of the year 1836 was 496. 

“‘ Brother Genth’s last letter is of the 19th of January, at which 
date all our Brethren and Sisters at Enon were well and active. 
The long-continued drought had destroyed their hopes of a har- 
vest of Indian corn, but the gardens had produced some return of 
fruits and vegetables. Flour had meanwhile fallen considerably 
in price—the same quantity that a short time before cost from 26 
to 30 dollars, being now to be had for 15 dollars. The number 
of inhabitants at the close of the year was 423. 

“In January, I paid an agreeable visit at Exim, in company of 
my wife and Sister Nauhaus. I found the congregation in a 
peaceful and satisfactory state, but was more convinced than ever 
of the necessity of three Missionary couples being stationed there, 
if the resident congregation, and the numerous country members, 
are to be properly cared for. The public services continue to be 
diligently attended by the neighboring colonists. The number 
of hearers of this class is indeed greater than at Genadendal. At 
the close of 1836, Elim had 396 inhabitants. 

“ At Heme.-EN-aarpeE I spent a few days shortly after Christ- 
mas. Brother and Sister Tietze were preparing for their depart- 
ure, but willing to await the return of Brother and Sister Hallbeck. 
The civil-commissioner, Mr. Rivers, whom I met at the hospital, 
made a very particular examination into the state of the institution, 
and the circumstances and conduct of its inmates, and expressed 
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himself, on the whole, well satisfied. The number of patients 
is 78. 

“IT now come to GroENEKLOoorF, where 600 Hottentots resided 
at the end of 1836. On the 4th of this month, I received a letter 
from Brother Lemmertz, informing me that Brother Lehman was 
alarmingly ill with a complaint of the stomach, and that the doctor 
had given a very unfavorable opinion of hiscase. To the arrange- 
ments which he proposed, for relieving himself and his brethren 
in their dilemma, we regretted that it was out of our power to 
accede. Meanwhile, however, you may easily conceive with 
what eagerness we look out for the approach of the expected 
reinforcement from Europe. 

“ At GENADENDAL we continue to enjoy many privileges, and I 
trust are not unthankful for them. The first is, the prevalence of 
peace and harmony within our borders, both among the members 
of our Hottentot flock and of our Mission-family. Our gracious 
Lord and Master enables us to yield him service, according to the 
gift He has seen fit to bestow, with gladness of spirit, though in 
much weakness. The first general speaking with the individuals 
of our congregation in the present year, was previous to the Holy 
Communion on the 15th January. It not frequently happens, 
that on occasions of this kind circumstances come to our know- 
ledge, as having occurred during the harvest season, which are not 
accordant with the word of God and the mind of Christ; in the 
present instance Brother and Sister Sonderman were able to report, 
that there were but few instances of this kind, and that in general 
their intercourse with the Hottentots, both old and young, had 
proved a refreshment to their own souls. At the Mission-Con- 
ference which followed, 12 persons were appointed for admission 
into the class of candidates for baptism ; 11 for baptism or recep- 
tion; 13 for admission to the Lord’s Supper; and 12 for read- 
mission. At the close of the year 1836, our Hottentot flock con- 
sisted of 629 communicants, 108 candidates for the Holy Commu- 
nion, 129 baptized adults and 391 baptized children. If to these 
are added, 49 candidates for baptism and 151 new people, the 
whole number of individuals under our care will amount to 1,457, 
being 51 more than at the close of 1835. 

“In the course of the year, 23 adults and 38 children were 
baptized ; 29 persons received into the congregation ; 29 admitted 
to the Lord’s Supper; 77 persons received permission to live at 
the settlement ; 40 departed this life ; 13 forsook, or were dismissed 
from our fellowship. 

“Upon the management of our temporal concerns, the Lord 
continues to lay an abundant blessing ; most of our stations having 
maintained themselves during the year past. For this mercy you 
will thank the Lord with us. We are likewise, with few excep- 
tions, blessed with health and strength for the performance of our 
several duties ; yet we are often reminded that, though we dwell 
in a vale of grace, we are still in a vale of tears. The indifferent 
state of health of our dear Brother Lees, who returned a few days 
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ago from Stellenbosch, causes us much anxiety. I fear he is not 
materially better, although some of the symptoms of his complaint 
have been relieved.” 
“ April 18th. 

‘TI am, to-day, in no very joyous mood for correspondence : 
indeed, my heart is full of sadness, on account of the heavy loss 
we have just sustained, by the removal of our dear Brother Lees, 
who departed on the 14th inst. about ten o’clock in the morning, 
in the most gentle and peaceful manner. I informed you in my 
last, that our dear Brother had returned to us from Stellenbosch 
in rather improved health, and that we were encouraged to hope 
for his continuance with us for some time longer. ‘These hopes, 
however, were of short duration, as it soon became evident, that 
his strength was gradually on the decline. As I had the happiness 
of enjoying the confidence of the dear patient, in days of health, 
I felt assured that I might presume upon its being granted me in 
seasons of sickness, and that I might therefore treat him in turn 
with perfect freedom. Accordingly, about a fortnight before his 
end, I addressed him to the following effect :—* The doctors are 
in the habit of telling their patients that there is still hope for 
them ; but, as one to whom the care of souls is committed, I feel 
it my duty to express an opinion, that the present sickness is in- 
tended for your removal hence ; let us then converse together, as 
if we were assured that such is indeed the case.’ ‘O,’ replied he, 
‘that intelligence does notalarm me in the least ; the thought of 
my departure has long been familiar to me, and I am pleased to 
have an opportunity of speaking about it.’ He then mentioned 
several particulars connected with his temporal affairs, requesting 
me to inform his family of his departure, as soon as convenient 
after it should have taken place. Concerning himself and his own 
prospects, he expressed himself in the most touching and unre- 
served manner: declaring that he had learnt to know himself as 
a poor sinner, but also to know Jesus as a Saviour, who had 
atoned for his sins, and on whose all-sufficient merits he could 
rely both in life and in death. This assurance of faith never for- 
sook him during the remainder of his pilgrimage. His desire to 
depart and to be with Christ was so great, that on one occasion, 
when it appeared as if there was some improvement in his symp- 
toms, he observed to me, ‘I am quite resigned to our Saviour’s 
will, but I would rather die than live; for I fear to lose our Sa- 
viour again.’ He often prayed fervently, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly !’ and such remained, to the end, the longing of this 
favored disciple. Once he said to me, ‘When my last moment 
appears to be at hand, remember to impart to me the blessing of 
the Lord and of the Church, in reference to my departure, and to 
unite in singing a few German verses.’ That moment we thought 
had arrived on the 12th, and I therefore performed the solemn 
rite, in the presence of his dear wife and Brother Nauhaus: he 
rallied, however, and continued with us two days longer. Several 
times, indeed, we thought he was depasting ; on coming to him- 
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self he used to observe, ‘I am still with you—I thought I was 
going to our Saviour.’ He had often much to suffer from oppres- 
sion on the chest ; and Dr. Zeederberg, of Capetown, who latterly 
attended him, gave it as his opinion, that his disorder was an af- 
fection of the heart and lungs, and that his complete recovery was 
im possible. 

*‘ His dear wife nursed him with unwearied faithfulness and 
self-devotion, and the knowledge of medicine which she had 
acquired proved of essential service. She was indeed wonder- 
fully supported by our Saviour under the anxieties and fatigues 
téwhich she was subjected, and which were the more trying to 
her constitution, as she was expecting her confinement in little 
more than a month. 

“Thus we have lost our valued physician and fellow-servant ; 
his loss is mourned by us all, and felt by the whole neighborhood, 
but by none more keenly than by myself, who have been hereby 
bereaved of a highly valued friend. Nevertheless, I do not repine 
at the happiness he now enjoys, but fervently implore our Sa- 
viour that He would prepare me by His grace and spirit, for a 
like happy translation into His everlasting and glorious kingdom. 

‘On the 16th was the interment of our dear brother’s remains, 
which have their resting-place beside those of the late Brother 
Schultz, in our Mission burial-ground. The solemn service was 
attended by many persons from the neighborhood. 

“Sister Lees is deeply afflicted and bowed down by her great 
loss, as you may easily conceive, but exhibits much resignation to 
the Lord’s will. She lived most happily with her dear late hus- 
band, by whom she was deservedly beloved and esteemed. I 
cannot help adding the remark, that I have seldom, if ever, seen 
an instance of greater willingness to leave this world, and to sur- 
render all that it contained, however dear and valuable, than was 
exhibited by our late brother. He had lately purchased a small 
farm at the distance of about an hour and a half from Genadendal, 
where he purposed building a school-house for the education of 
the children of the neighboring colonists, and which should like- 
wise be used for a preaching-place. The Lord has doubtless 
accepted the purpose of the heart for the work of the hands. 


“In my last letter, I alluded to the serious indisposition of Bro- 
ther Lehman, of Groenekloof. Change of air being recom- 
mended, as likely, under God’s blessing, to be of service to him, 
he removedijhither with his wife a short time ago, and I am thank- 
ful to say, that some improvement is already perceptible in his 
health. His complaint appears to be an affection of the liver, 
which in this climate is not easily cured, yet we must hope for 
the best.” 
“ April 2th. 

“T avail myself of the earliest opportunity of informing you 
that the 29th of March was the joyful day on whicl. all our Hot- 
tentots, who were still detained on military service on the Eastern 
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frontier, received their final discharge. Most of them have since 
found their way back to us, to the great joy of their families and 
of the whole congregation. Some, who are but indifferent walk- 
ers, are still on the road; and a few, who have been persuaded to 
enlist, or who have become unsettled during the long period of 
two years and three months which has elapsed since the com- 
mando first set out, we do not expect to see again. 

“TI have still to acknowledge the receipt of a collection of useful 
and edifying English books, the gift of the Religious Tract So- 
ciety in London, which constitutes a most valuable addition,to 
our Mission library. We unite in requesting you to present 
warmest thanks to the unknown but highly esteemed Christian 
friends, to whom we are indebted for this unexpected present. 

“L. Tgutscu.” 


FROM BROTHER JOMHN LEMMERTZ. 


“‘ Groenekloof, February 13, 1837. 


“Dear Brotuer,—Herewith you will receive the diary of this 
congregation for the year 1836, from the perusal of which you 
will learn, how graciously the Lord has led us and our Hottentot 
flock, during the progress of another year, and with what mercy 
and long-suffering He has borne with us and our numberless 
mistakes and transgressions. 

“During the week preceding the 7th of September, we conversed 
individually with all the members of our congregation, and found 
much cause to praise our Saviour for the grace prevailing among 
them. At the ensuing Mission-Conference, five persons were 
approved as candidates for baptism; four for the reception of 
that rite, or admission to church-fellowship ; and six for the full 
enjoyment of the Lord’s Supper. The memorial day of the 7th of 
September, the celebration of which was opened with the baptism 
of two adults and six children, proved a season of distinguished 
blessing for all the divisions of our flock, and especially for the 
married people. O, may they all be constrained, by a sense of 
gratitude for the numberless mercies conferred upon them, to 
devote soul and body to their Lord and Saviour, and may they 
show, by their diligent attendance on all the means of grace, that 
they truly hunger after the word of life. The festival of Epiphany 
was solemnized on the Lord’s day following, the 8th of January, 
and was attended with the admission of several persons of both 
sexes into the Christian church. 

‘Owing to the sickly state of our dear Brother Lehman, and 
the advancing years of my dear wife and myself, we find it diffi- 
cult, as you may easily suppose, to get through the various duties 
connected with the service of this i increasing congregation. We 
shall be truly thankful to receive the assistance which we are led 
to anticipate, on the arrival of Brother Hallbeck and party from 
Europe, and meanwhile commend ourselves to your especial 
remembrance at the throne of grace. ” 
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“T have still to beg you to present our grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the Committee of the Religious Tract Society, for the 
valuable and acceptable present of English books, which we had 
lately the pleasure of receiving from them, and which we trust 
will be turned to good account. May the great Lord of the har- 
vest vouchsafe his abundant blessing upon their important labors. 

“J. Lemmertz.” 


FROM BROTHER D. LUTTRING. 


“ Elim, March 9, 1837. 


“ Dear BrorHer,—The congregation committed to our charge 
at this place, has increased in number during the past year, and, 
as we have reason to believe, also in grace, and in the love and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. The little flock at Hout- 
kloof continues to be like a tree planted by the watercourses ; all 
the settlers there are baptized, and many of their number are 
communicants. Their walk and conversation are also such as 
becometh the gospel of Christ. In August last, the small chapel 
which has been erected there was solemnly dedicated. It is a 
neat, though very humble place of worship, and we have only to 
regret, that we have not hitherto been able to provide it with a 
table and the needful supply of benches, for want of which, the 
good people who attend are still obliged to help themselves in the 
way already described to you by Brother Teutsch.* The greatest 
order and stillness however prevail during divine service, and the 
eagerness with which the word of salvation is listened to, by all 
present, is truly encouraging. I wish you could be present on 
one of these occasions ; 1am sure you would be greatly delighted. 
Next week, my wife and I expect to have the pleasure of spend- 
ing a few days in this interesting colony, chiefly for the purpose 
of conversing with the forty-six individuals in connexion with 
our church, who still reside there, and who can but seldom visit 
Elim, on account of the distance. Several families have already 
moved to Elim, as you are probably aware. 

‘TI am happy to inform you, that light has broken forth also in 
another district of our neighborhood. A short time ago, I visited, 
at Duinvonteyn, a sick candidate for baptism, who was thought 
to be near his end. Finding him exceedingly desirous to become 
a partaker of this grace, and being encouraged to believe, from 
the substance of his own declarations, that his faith was fixed 
upon Christ the Son of God, I baptized him into the death of Jesus, 
by the name of Paul, under a cheering perception of the presence 
and peace of God our Saviour. On preparing to return home the 
following morning, many of those who had been present at the 
solemn service besought me to remain awhile, as there were not 
a few of their neighbors desirous to hear the word of God. I 


* See his letter of August 1, 1836, Missionary Intelligencer, p. 133. 
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consented, and in a short time there assembled from various places 
in the neighborhood, some from eight to ten miles distant, a pretty 
numerous company of hearers, to whom I commended the love 
of Christ, in much weakness, but with a warm heart. I was the 
more rejoiced to witness their eagerness to hear and receive the 
gospel, as the neighborhood in question is one, in which the prince 
of darkness appeared for a long season to reign uncontrolled. If 
the work continues to extend, as it has done of late, on all sides 
of us, we shall really stand in need of an additional couple at Elim, 
for two are not sufficient to attend to all that has to be done, both 
at home and abroad. 

“I must still say a word about our school. That for the elder 
children is attended by 77 pupils, of whom about 30 can read the 
Bible fluently ; 28 are reading the Harmony of the Four Gospels, 
and about 16 are using elementary books. These latter are, how- 
ever, chiefly new-comers. The children composing the more 
advanced classes can mostly write and cipher, and would make 
greater progress in these branches of education, were they able 
to supply themselves with writing materials. For want of these, 
they must use slates, which is of course a disadvantage to them. 
As Hottentot children are not accustomed to any occupation 
which has a tendency to sharpen the mental faculties, I am often 
astonished to perceive the quickness with which they learn what 
is taught them, and the progress they make. . 

‘“‘ The infant-school, which Brother Meyer conducts, with the 
help of an intelligent Hottentot female, is attended by 56 children, 
and gives us great pleasure, particularly as we have reason to be- 
lieve, that many of these dear little ones experience the love of 
Jesus in their hearts, and are taught to love Him in return. May 
the Good Shepherd keep these lambs of the flock secure within 
His fold! D. Lurrrine.” 


FROM BROTHER W. C. GENTH. 


“* Enon, January 14, 1837. 


“ Dear BrotHer,—Concerning the progress of the Mission at 
this place, I have nothing very new or striking to report. My 
fellow-laborers and myself have for the most part enjoyed a good 
state of health since the date of my last to you. Among the Hot- 
tentots, however, much sickness has prevailed, and not fewer than 
33 have finished their earthly pilgrimage. Showers have fallen, 
sufficient to make the grass and the bushes grow, and thus provide 
the cattle with the necessary food ; but the supply of rain has not 
been so abundant, as to cause the Witte River to flow, and we 
have therefore been unable to irrigate our gardens, and conse- 
quently to obtain any crops. Such is this climate: one year 
plentiful rains and great fertility, then two or three years of pre- 
vailing drought and barrenness. Before our houses stand about 
20 orange-trees and a vine-bower; these we must keep alive by 
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constant watering, and for this purpose, water must be fetched in 
a cask drawn by six oxen, from the pools of the Witte River. 

“ The number of inhabitants is at present 423. Our schools, 
including an infant-school, are held in the usual course, and our 
services at church regularly conducted. We have reason to hope, 
that the Divine blessing is not withholden from our feeble endea- 
vors, to lead into the way of truth the souls committed to our 
charge. Our people generally have been able to make a livelihood 
by the labor of their hands, though provisions have been high in 
price. Our smithy has been well supplied with work, which has 
been a great advantage to the Hottentots, as well as to the settle- 
ment. 

“On a review of the year past, we can declare with grateful 
hearts,—Thus far the Lord hath helped us :—on Him we also cast 
our care for the future. May He enable us to walk before Him 
with a perfect heart, and to demean ourselves in all things as His 
faithful servants. Pray for us and the souls for whom we are 
appointed to watch, as those who must give account, that we may 
do it with joy, and not with grief. W. C. Gentu.” 





(From the “ Periodical Accounts, &c.) 
Ill. WEST INDIES. 


The Directing Board of the Brethren’s Church has been ena- 
bled, through the Divine Blessing, to provide for the supply of the 
vacancies, occasioned in the West Indian Missionary field, by the 
decease or retirement of no fewer than fourteen laborers within 
a period of eighteen months. This is, undoubtedly, a subject of 
much thankfulness. Nevertheless, when we contemplate the 
prospects of enlarged usefulness opening upon our church in 
Jamaica, Antigua, and Barbadoes, and compare them with the 
means we have thus far been able to employ for their realization, 
we can do no other than exclaim, in the words of our gracious 
Master,—* The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few,” 
at the same time that we beseech our Brethren and Christian 
friends, to join us in praying the Lord of the harvest, that He 
would send forth laborers into his harvest. 

Meanwhile, it will be evident that additional pecuniary aid is 
greatly needed, for the completion of the undertakings already in 
progress, or shortly to be taken in hand; among which deserve to 
be particularly mentioned, the formation of new settlements at 
Bethany in Jamaica, and Seaview in Anticua; the erection of a 
chapel at Montgomery in Tosaco; and the enlargement of existing 
places of worship in various islands. The building of the nume- 
rous school-houses, for which our Mission-board is pledged to 
the British Government, will also be attended with a heavy 
expense ; of which, one-third, as already stated, will fall upon the 
Vou. VI.—34 
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Mission-fund. Of this third, amounting to 1,350/., but a small 
proportion has hitherto been raised, by contributions to the sep- 
arate fund, established for this purpose, about twelve months ago. 


1. JAMAICA. 


EXTRACT OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN. 


“ Fairfield, April 2Ath, 1837. 

“Dear Brotner,—Through the Brethren Blandford and Vines, 
who reached this place in safety on the 18th instant, after a 
detention of nine days in Kingston, I received your kind letter of 
February 17th. We have made such arrangements for these two 
young Brethren as, we hope, will be favorable to their health and 
usefulness. The former remains here, and the latter joins Bro- 
ther Collis at New Carmel. Both these stations are cool and 
healthy ; and at both, they will find persons capable of directing 
their private studies. May the Lord grant them a large measure 
of his grace and Holy Spirit, and make them blessed servants in 
his house. 

‘“* You are but too correct in your fears respecting our school- 
houses ; they are getting very slowly forward, in spite of all the 
encouragement I can give by letter and personal attendance. Yet, 
I cannot blame my brethren. In most places, the difficulty, nay, 
the impossibility of getting tradesmen, at a time when so many 
others are building chapels and schools, is the main hinderance. 
Here at Fairfield, the proposal to erect a new building for the 
Refuge-school, on the completion of which, we were to have their 
present tenement for the Negro Day-school, retarded us. It now 
seems that the committee of this institution will not have the 
means of erecting an entirely new building ; and I therefore con- 
template the erection of a school-house adjoining the chapel. 
Yet, notwithstanding our backwardness in the above particular, it 
must be remembered, that our schools are every where kept up, 
either in our houses or chapels ; although certainly, they would 
be more advantageously conducted in proper school-houses. I 
press this on your attention as an offset to Government impor- 
tunities, the reasonableness of which I am ready to admit. 

“We greatly desire to attach the school-room at Irwin Hill to 
the chapel ; so as, though quite separated by closed doors on week 
days, to afford additional accommodation to our auditory on Sun- 
days. Please to let me know, by the very first packet, whether an 
additional 1007. from our mission-fund could be allowed for that 
purpose. 

“ June 3d. 

“The removal of so many of our Brethren in the other islands 
to their eternal rest, and the want of qualified Missionary can- 
didates to fill the vacancies, must cause you much distress ; and 1 
cordially join in your ejaculation—‘ Oh, that the Lord would raise 
up men endowed with the needful gifts and with the right spirit "” 
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“Tam thankful that the Colonial Secretary does not object to 
appropriating a part of the first Government-grant to Adam’s 
Valley. We propose devoting to this purpose the New-Eden 
grant, which Brother Kochte has not yet laid out, owing, as he 
states, to want of workmen; and this, you may state, will be a gain 
to the cause of education, for at New Eden the school can be, and 
ts, kept in the chapel; but, at Adam’s Valley, there has been no 
convenience whatsoever. When you apply next for aid, please to 
let New-Edén, John’s Pen Savanna, and Parker’s Bay, come 
in for about 200/. each. 

“Of Sister Roemer’s health, I am still unable to make a de- 
cidedly favorable report. She appears better, but her weakness 
continues great. Her estimable husband is nearly worn out with 
anxiety and want of rest; and is, like herself, an object of our 
tender sympathy and fervent intercession at the Throne of Grace.” 


FROM BROTHER G. ROBBINS. 


* Irwin Hill, June 3. 


‘I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter of 
the Ist of April, which came to hand on the 24th ult. 

“Brother Zorn has, I have no doubt, corresponded with you 
respecting the enlargement of our church: the time has now 
arrived when, if we would avail ourselves of the harvest of souls, 
which appears ready to be gathered in, we must make every effort 
for the accommodation of our increasing congregation, by stretch- 
ing our curtains and our cords. There is a proposal to make the 
addition to the church serve as a school-room likewise ; but this 
plan, I fear, will be attended with more inconvenience than ap- 
peared at first sight. A few days will determine this point, as 
the Mission-Conference will be held here on the 7th of this 
month. 

“ After a drought of some months, the Lord has, in mercy, 
sent us some refreshing showers, and cooled our parched land. 
Latterly, it has been so excessively hot, as to be almost insup- 
portable. My poor wife, who is continually annoyed with violent 
headache, became almost distracted ; and, in addition to this, has 
lately been attacked with a spasmodic complaint in her stomach. 
We commend ourselves to your prayers. 


FROM BROTHER D. DAVIES. 


“ New-Fulnec, May 9th, 1837. 

“ Dear Brotuer,—My last letter to you was dated October 
7th. Since that time, we have celebrated the festivals of Christmas 
and Easter. At both seasons, the church could not contain the 
hearers, and it may truly be said, that we felt the presence of our 
Saviour on these solemn occasions. During theJChristmas holi- 
days, we were much disturbed by drumming. On inquiry, we 
found it was on a property called Middlesex, where they were all 
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still in a state of heathenism ; very few baptized, and none going 
to church. Feeling much for these poor people, who, though 
within the sound of our church-bell, never attended its call, I 
determined to go and visit them, as they live only half an hour’s 
walk from this place. I found them in a state of darkness, having 
no hope, and without God in the world. I had not been there 
many times before they erected a shed, to protect me from the 
burning sun. You would scarcely believe, to what extent igno- 
rance and superstition prevail among them. I was one day called 
to baptize an old woman on the point of death; the day following 
a person came to me, to inform me that she had departed, adding, 
‘Ah, Massa, you gave her a good passage!’ meaning that I had 
made a passage for her into heaven. I told him that the outward 
form of baptism could not save the soul, and explained to him the 
necessity of a change of heart, before any one could enter the 
kingdom of Heaven. I now preach and catechise there once a 
fortnight regularly—viz. on a Saturday, at 6 o’clock A. M., before 
they go to their grounds. There are generally about 80 or 90 
hearers, a great many of whom have begun to attend our church, 
and about twenty have come to have their names put down on 
our books. May the Lord bless our feeble endeavors to bring 
these heathen into His fold! 

* The services in the Passion-week and Easter were numerously 
attended ; indeed, on Easter Sunday, there were more outside than 
within the chapel. That day being our adult prayer day, three 
were baptized, eleven received into the congregation, and twenty- 
two added to the class of candidates. 

‘“* Dr. Anderson, who resides at White Hill, a distance of five 
miles from this place, has kindly offered forty acres of land, if 
we would establish a preaching-place on the spot. In a short 
time, 1 think, we might expect a rich harvest of souls, as many 
would attend from the Nassau, between which district and this 
station the distance is too great; but I could not give him any 
positive answer; meanwhile, we wish not to lose sight of this 
offer. 

“* Our new Vestry is not yet completed, but it only wants plas- 
tering inside. Many thanks are due to our kind friends in this 
neighborhood for the assistance they have rendered us; so that, 
with small contributions from this congregation, we have been 
able to build it without any expense to the Mission. 

“The school-house is now in progress, the dimensions being 
50 feet by 25 in the clear. You will, no doubt, suppose that so 
large a building, composed of stones and shingles, will exceed the 
sum allowed; but a smaller one would be of very little use here. 
We however hope, by strict economy, to build it without trench- 
ing on the Mission-fund. We expect to open it about Christmas. 

“ After the school-house is completed, we shall be obliged to 
turn our attention to the enlargement of the church, by erecting 
galleries, as the vestry, which contains about 50 people, is already 
filled every Sunday, and there are many outside. The church is 














































































— ee _ ™ 


FROM THE WEST INDIES. 269 


so crowded, that it would be impossible to add to the number of 
benches. 

‘“* We had lately the pleasure of welcoming Brother and Sister 
Zorn, on their return from America. They spent a Sunday with 
us. Brother Zorn preached in the church, whilst I had the oppor- 
tunity of addressing about 500 persons, under the trees on the 
neighboring grass-piece. 

“*We were also rejoiced to welcome our dear Brother Vines, 
who has just spent a few days with us, on his way to New-Carmel, 
where he is going to reside for the present: he brought to my 
recollection old faces and old times. Having known him as a 
boy, and coming from my spiritual birth-place, I was the more 
rejoiced to see him. 

“The congregation increases in number, and we hope in grace : 
there are some who testify, by their walk and conversation, that 
they have passed from darkness to light; others, again, we have 
to grieve over, who seemed to run well for a while, but have 
yielded to the temptations of Satan, and fallen back to their former 
sinful practices. Last Sunday being our Communion-day, 8 were 
confirmed, and 23 became candidates for the Lord’s Supper. 
During the last year, 40 were confirmed ; 70 were admitted into 
our church-fellowship, by baptism or reception; 95 became can- 
didates ; 3 were re-admitted ; and 8 excluded ; 43 children bap- 
tized ; and 20 departed this life. The congregation, at the close 
of the year 1836, consisted of 160 communicants; 193 baptized ; 
352 new people and candidates ; 271 children. Total, 976. 

“D. Davies.” 


FROM BROTHER C. F. KOCHTE. 


“ New-Eden, April 27th, 1837. 
“Dear BroTuer,—Y ou are not unacquainted with the sore trial 
wherewith the Lord hath been pleased to visit me, by taking 
away my dear partner, on the 3d of September last. Since that 
painful occurrence, another stroke has befallen me; the removal 
of my dear infant Benjamin into the realms of bliss, on the 2d of 
January. Hard as such trials are, [ must not ask, ‘ Why does 
the Lord afflict me thus?’ being confident that His thoughts are 
at all times thoughts of peace, and not of evil; tokens of His 
love, though inexplicable to us while sojourning here below. 

‘“‘ Since the departure of my dear wife, I have been left to serve 
this place quite alone, which would not be the case, had we a 
sufficient number of Brethren and Sisters, for the service of this 
increasing and flourishing field of the Lord. 

“Concerning the course of the negro congregation, I cannot 
mention any thing very striking. It increases, although slowly, 
in number, and I hope, in some measure also, in grace. Many 
old people from the Bogue begin to awake out of their slumber, 
finding it high time to think about their soul’s salvation; but it 
grieves me to perceive, that some of them, from age, are so dull, 
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that it is very difficult to reach their hearts, and make them sensi- 
ble of their lost condition ; for many of them cannot be convinced 
that they are sinners, because they live in peace with others, and 
have not been guilty of open crimes. Indeed, when the tree gets 
old, it is hard to bend it; and so it is with such aged people. 
Nevertheless, I had the pleasure of baptizing two of them this 
year, one of them on his death-bed. It was quite cheering to me 
to perceive, from his expressions and answers to me, that the 
Holy Spirit had convinced him of his sinfulness and utter help- 
lessness, and wrought within him a living faith in Jesus, and in 
His sufficiency for poor sinners. The other is quite blind, but I 
believe that the Sun of Righteousness has shone into his heart. 
I had the pleasure of baptizing him and seven others on Easter- 
day. Seven persons were received into the congregation, four 
re-admitted to it, and twenty-four became candidates for baptism. 
The Passion and Easter-seasons were much blessed, and the ser- 
vices well attended by the negroes. The congregation at New- 
Eden numbers 260 communicants ; 254 baptized adults ; 263 bap- 
tized children under twelve years of age; 191 candidates for bap- 
tism ; 164 new people: total, 1,132 persons. Our day-school, 
which is kept from Monday till Friday, between the hours of 8 
and 12 o’clock, and regularly attended by from 50 to 60 children, 
from four to eight or nine years of age, affords me pleasure ; but 
I am sorry to say, that many of the mothers keep their children 
at home even on Friday, which they have now at their own free 
disposal. We want here, not only a school-house, but also sala- 
ries for teachers, who are very difficult to be obtained. 

** Last week, the 20th inst., we held our Mission-conference for 
the first time at Beaufort; and on the 21st, the new church, which 
is not quite completed, was consecrated. There was a numerous 
congregation assembled, and a number of white gentry present. 
Brother Renkewitz’s large school-house at Adam’s Valley is also 
nearly finished, and has been in use since Christmas. Brother 
Scholefield’s chapel at Bethany is also proceeding. Had we but 
laborers and means, a great deal more might, by the Lord’s bless- 
ing, be done in this and other West India islands. 

“C. F. Kocute.” 

































2. ANTIGUA. 









FROM BROTHER F. FERDINAND THRAEN. 





*¢ St. John’s, June 26th, 1837. 


‘* Dear BrotHer,—Brother Harvey has just gone to Barba- 
does, accompanied by his two eldest sons and Mary Bayne. 
They left St. John’s on Saturday the 10th instant, and we have 
not, of course, heard of them since. , Brother Hartvig is at pre- 
sent much occupied with the building at Seaview, or the Farm, 
which, as you doubtless know, has been begun in faith and hope. 
Being nearly equidistant from town and Gracehill, we considered 
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this place as offering the greatest advantages, for the accommoda- 
tion of the country members of our church residing in those 
parts. We regret, indeed, that we cannot indulge the hope of 
obtaining sufficient means for carrying other similar plans into 
effect, as we are convinced by daily experience, how very desira- 
ble this is. We endeavor, meanwhile, to do what we can. Every 
Sunday, communion-day excepted, one or two of our number go 
to the different out-places to preach, and always find numerous 
hearers. The greater facility thus afforded to the negroes to 
hear the word of God, is not the only thing that gratifies them ; 
they like the apparent interest which is manifested in their wel- 
fare, by our coming and looking after them. But the attendance 
would be still greater, if there were sufficient room. As it is, we 
can only go to their dwelling-houses, which get filled successively, 
and yet afford but very imperfect accommodation. On the 20th 
of May, the foundation-stone was laid of the chapel at Seaview, 
when a great number of our Brethren and Sisters from the neigh- 
borhood were present, and at the same time, a subscription was 
begun towards the intended buildings. On the 16th of June we 
had a solemn day of thanksgiving, for the gracious and plentiful 
relief of the distress, which our island had suffered in consequence 
of a drought of unexampled duration. During the two preceding 
years, we had so little rain, that it was severely felt; but for the 
last eight months, water has been so scarce, as to produce great 
alarm and a general depression of spirit. The poor have been in 
the utmost distress, as there was, at the same time, a great dearth 
of provisions. The relief vouchsafed by our Lord, in this ex- 
tremity, has been wenderful. In the course of a very few hours 
there fell such an abundance of rain, that the want was plentifully 
supplied, and now the whole face of the earth is renewed. The 
sudden change of the weather, however, brought on, as usual, 
some sickness. Brother and Sister Hartvig and myself were 
attacked by fever, which is one reason that I did not answer your 
letter sooner. In the other places our Brethren and Sisters are 
well, excepting Brother Bayne, who was also attacked by fever. 
The. attendance at church on Sundays continues every where 
gratifying. On the last prayer-day there were baptized, at all our 
settlements together, 13 adults; 51 were received; 34 excluded 
persons were re-admitted, besides a large number acknowledged 
as candidates for the privileges of the church. The schools are 
in a promising state; the inspection and care of them provide 
much work for the Missionaries ; they are chiefly infant-schools, 
and here in town there is also a prosperous one, connected with 
our numerous day-schools. At Grace-bay, no steps could be taken 
for erecting the projected school-house till now, as the title-deeds 
for the land were not obtained ; but these having now come to 
hand, there is no doubt a beginning will be made immediately. 


For a similar reason, nothing has been done as yet in Five 
Islands’ district.” 
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FROM BROTHER J. MORRISH. 


“ Newfield, June 7th, 1887. 


“* Dear BrotHer,—On referring to the date of my last letter 
to you, I find that more than a year of my short life has elapsed 
since it was written. The wheel of time carries us swiftly through 
this world of sin and sorrow. It seems, indeed, but a few days 
since I received your kind letter of August 3d, 1836, which was 
very encouraging to me, amid the rather disheartening prospects 
which then presented themselves. I trust, that I feel in some 
degree thankful to our Saviour for his past mercies, and believe 
that a brighter day is dawning upon this congregation. The 
Lord has blessed my family with good health, with the exception 
of my dear wife, who has suffered greatly from debility, but is 
now, I rejoice to say, regaining her strength. 

‘“* You are aware that I never was a very brisk correspondent ; 
but also, that my dear wife, with her ready pen, has often made 
up for my remissness ; and this, I am happy to find, is also the 
case at present; for looking over her shoulder, I perceive she is 
finishing a long letter to you, in which she has pre-occupied the 
ground, and left me but little to say. I cannot, however, close, 
without expressing my hope, that ere long a Missionary couple 
may be sent out to take special charge of the schools in this 
island—the want of such assistants being sorely felt, in a variety 
of ways. Any who may join our ranks for this purpose, should 
previously attend some well-conducted infant-school, and make 
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the system adopted in 
institutions of this kind. 

‘“‘ Emigration from this island to Trinidad is going on toa great 
extent, and tends to diminish the number of our negro flocks: no 
fewer than 46 individuals lately went from one estate in our 
neighborhood. I wish we could have embraced the offer made 
us some years ago, to form a settlement in that island : meanwhile 
we are thankful to find, that the poor settlers there are not left 
destitute of religious instruction.” 


FROM SISTER MORRISH. 


‘¢ June 8th, 1837. 


‘‘ Dear BroTuEr,—I mentioned in my last letter to you, that 
on our arrival, we found the school at a low ebb. To recruit its 
numbers, it became necessary to render it more attractive to the 
children. For this purpose, we had a gallery built on the infant- 
school system, with rostrum, writiffy-desks, &c., a play-ground 
enclosed, and the Scripture-prints, clock, compass, &c., sent us 
by kind friends at home, fitted up, and hung upon the walls of the 
school-room. These expedients, added to the admonitions which 
we continually addressed to the parents, at the individual speak- 
ing, have proved, in a great measure, effectual, through the bless- 
ing of our Saviour ; so that our average humber of day-scholars 



















































SS TO ESE Oe 


ee ee eed 


FROM THE WEST INDIES. 273 


has increased from 20 to 110. The establishment of a Friendly 
Society for the benefit of our negroes—of which one of the stated 
rules is, that it is intended to be “a handmaid to religion,” has 
also been attended with many beneficial consequences. We 
rejoice the mure at the success with which our endeavors have 
thus far been favored, because the progress of them has been 
marked by many difficult and discouraging circumstances. 

“* Meanwhile, we have also had to contend with distressing 
occurrences among the members of our flock. On the 11th of 
September, hearing that several who had come to the celebration 
of the memorial day of the married people had been dancing all 
night, Brother Morrish allowed the offenders to take their seats in 
the church, and then, in the presence of the whole congregation; 
calling them to him by name, and in a few solemn words, remind- 
ing them that it was in vain to attempt to combine the service of 
Satan with that of God, he directed them to leave the assembly. 
With the exception of this interruption, we had a cheerful and 
encouraging festival. The children, ranged along the side-benches 
of the chapel, sang hymns, imploring the Divine blessing on their 
parents at the love-feast, which, being a practice new to them, 
gratified them much. We afterwards spoke with the dancers, at 
the house, when a few showed signs of penitence; others, how- 
ever, appeared quite hardened. This dance was brought to light 
by a negro Sister, who lived on the same estate. The helper 
concealed it; for which unfaithfulness, she was suspended from 
her office. A circumstance of an opposite nature to the foregoing, 
and which cheered us much, I must not omit to relate. A similar 
dance having been given at Goble’s, an estate very near Newfield, 
nearly thirty of our people came to us, and requested permission 
to sleep in the church, that we might be satisfied they had not 
taken partinit. Did you know all the evil consequences to which 
these heathenish practices lead, you would not wonder at our 
anxiety, to prevent our people from sharing inthem. In general, 
I think, I may report, that an improvement is already perceptible 
in the spiritual state of our people, both adults and children ; for 
which, we thank the Lord—ascribing heartily and wholly to Him, 
the glory of whatever has been effected, through our feeble ex- 
ertions. 

“To return to the subject of education. Our school-expenses, 
last year, were considerable, on account of various needful 
alterations. I, therefore, wrote a letter to the committee of the 
Negro-Education Society, thanking them for some rewards they 
had kindly sent us for our children, and begging for further aid ; 
at the same time, communicating some details of our proceedings. 
With the result of my application, I am not yet acquainted. 

“ Our last Christmas holyday was a very delightful one for the 
children. Nearly 300 were assembled in our church upon this 
occasion, with many of their parents. They repeated Scripture 
suitable to the season, and answered questions upon it; sang sev- 
eral of Latrobe’s anthems, and had a love-feast, after which they 
Vor. VI.—35 
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received their rewards. For some time before, we had kept a 
register of their diligence and attendance. When the cloth was 
removed which covered the rewards, I wish you could have seen 
the illumination of their black and colored faces; our kind friends 
at home (among whom are the ladies of the Negro Education So- 
ciety) having supplied us so well, that we were able to give a 
trifle, at least, to most of them; the more deserving, of course, 
having the best articles. The Hon. Samuel Harman’s family was 
with us, and expressed themselves highly pleased. 

“ Our dear Christian friends in England do us Missionaries no 
small kindness, I assure you, by the gifts they send out for our 
negro scholars from time to time. Iam aware that some object 
to the system of rewards; but I can by no means agree with those 
who do, and I speak from experience. The present generation of 
adults have, generally speaking, been brought up in slavery and 
ignorance ; their children, consequently, hear nothing from them 
of the benefit of education. Many, indeed, are reared in a way 
little superior to the brute creation, and will prefer lying down 
with the hogs or cattle on Sunday, to the exertion of dressing and 
coming to school andchurch. To hold out to such the advantages 
of instruction, will fail ; but to tell them, they will get a reward at 
Christmas, we have often found to succeed. Then, if we can get 
them to come for some time regularly, they generally make such 
progress (the negro children learn very quickly) as to come after-, 
wards from the love of learning, which you see gains our object. 
Then, at Christmas, they receive an apron or a bag and pincushion, 
and are quite satisfied and delighted. 

“The above description of the negroes is by no means too 
highly colored. I am thankful to say there is a gradual improve- 
ment, especially since emancipation, but about Newfield they are 
stillin a very degraded state. The rewards we also find valuable, 
as a stimulus to those further advanced, to commit Scripture to 
memory, and to come in time to school on Sunday morning. 
This system, we have found, works admirably; but have been 
afraid to carry it to the same extent this year, having nothing yet 
in hand to pay for the tickets given. I have sent begging letters 
in several directions, but have not yet received any answer. Just 
in the present state of the Newfield congregation, I confess, I 
should be sorry to have no rewards to give the children next 
Christmas. 

‘We have still the same teachers we began with for our day- 
school; viz. Robert, whom we took out of the field, and Maria, 
who was nursemaid for some years in Brother Mintzer’s family. 
They have considerably improved, although still far less efficient 
than we could wish. We pay them each three dollars a month. 
In our day-school we teach reading, writing, a little arithmetic, and 
the e white-seam and sampler. We also give our scholars a 
good deal of miscellaneous instruction, upon the infant-school 
system; but, above all, we endeavor to impart to them Bible 
knowledge. For this purpose, a portion ofscripture is read every 
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morning in the school, upon which we have trained the teachers 
to question the children. We also accustom them to commit 
Scripture to memory, which they do with astonishing ease. The 
whole of this we superintend ourselves ; indeed, we find it needful 
to write down the week’s course of lessons every Monday 
morning, and to examine the children upon them on the following 
Friday. On an average 110 children attend daily, which we con- 
sider a most important charge committed to us. 

‘“‘ The training of our day and Sunday school teachers we con- 
tinue every Thursday evening, when we instruct them on'the plan 
of teaching pursued in our school, which is a mixture of Gall’s 
and the infant-school systems. The directions on the class-book 
covers, we follow exactly, in teaching to read, and find them 
answer admirably. Our teachers also practise with us on Thurs- 
day evening, reading and questioning upon Scripture, writing, 
ciphering, and the use of the clock, compass, &c. 

“To our Sunday-school, which is kept from 10 to 12in the 
morning, we also devote a portion of our time: on an average 220 
attend. We have sometimes as many as 250. In this school they 
are taught reading, committing Scripture and hymns to memory, 
and the numbers, Roman and Arabic, that they may know how to 
find the chapters and verses in the Bible. At 12 o’clock they 
walk in procession from the school, and take their seats ; the girls 
at one end, and the boys at the other end of the church. After 
the preaching, is the children’s meeting, when they move to the 
front benches, and listen to a simple address or Scripture-narrative, 
upon which they answer questions. I often think, how delighted 
many of our dear Christian friends at home would be, could they 
see so many negro children listening to that word, ‘ which is able 
to make them wise unto salvation.’ I well remember my own 
ardent feelings upon the same subject in England. 

“Our adult-school we keep for the men on Monday, and the 
women on Tuesday evenings ; on an average 25 of each sex attend, 
and are instructed in reading, spelling, and numbers. They also 
receive general information likely to be useful to them. We in- 
tend soon to teach some of them writing and ciphering. They 
engage to pay a trifle per month for candles; but I am sorry to 
say, that many have, of necessity, failed sadly of late, on account 
of the distressing drought. 

“ I must now bring my long epistle to a close, requesting you 
to excuse its defects, and to accept for yourself, and all our dear 
Brethren and Sisters and friends, the assurances of our cordial 
remembrance. Do not forget us in your prayers. 

“* Exiz. Morrisu.” 
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$3. BARBADOES. 


FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIS. 


Bridgetown, April 18th. 

“‘ Dear BrotueEr,-—Your kind letter of March Ist, and the unex- 
pected, but esteemed bearer of it, we had the joy to welcome on the 
Sth inst. I forward herewith the Diaries of the three congrega- 
tions in this island, and other documents, by the hand of our dear 
Sister Taylor, who, we trust, will in due time arrive with you in 
safety. At present I have no very important particulars to com- 
municate. There appears to be an increasing desire to hear the 
preached word. We have commenced a public service on Wed- 
nesday evenings, which has hitherto been pretty well attended, as 
has also an evening-meeting on Friday evenings. 

‘«‘ At Sharon a new gallery has been erected on three sides of 
the chapel, at the expense of the congregation, and still there is 
scarcely room on Sundays. The evening services at that station 
are also well attended. At Mount-Tabor the prospect continues 
to be cheering. 

“We are at present engaged in adding a kitchen and pantry to 
our premises in town, with a view to give up the present out- 
building for the purposes of a school, which will enable us to 
make a commencement with keeping a day and Sunday-school, 
and may afterwards serve for teachers’ apartments. With regard 
to the main building, or school-house, we are very reluctant to 
place it on our little remaining spot of land, as it will obstruct the 
eurrent of air we now enjoy. Itis true, it would stand to leeward 
of the other buildings, but if the back draft be stopped, we shall 
get no regular current of air. 

“‘I dare say you have been informed, that the money granted 
for Sharon school has been expended in a second building, and not 
in enlarging the former one. This building is nearly finished, and 
we hope will shortly be in use as a school-room.” 


4. TOBAGO. 


FROM BROTHER JAMES T. LIGHT. 


Montgomery, June 5th, 1837. 

“Dear Brotuer,—I must send you a line to acknowledge the 
receipt of your welcome letters, dated March 1st, April 15th and 
30th: their contents were very interesting, especially the circulars 
from our Mission Board, for our future guidance and direction in 
difficult cases. We feel the affectionate and brotherly spirit which 
pervades them. Most heartily would I adopt the feelings of the 
Psalmist in reference to our dear Zion—and say, ‘ Peace be within 
thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces ;’ at the same time 
offering up the fervent supplication, that the remaining sparks of 
that missionary spirit, which once so sttikingly illumined her 
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dwelling-places, may be raised to a flame ; that many of our dear 
brethren may also, in future years, be constrained to go forth, 
exclaiming, Behold, behold the Lamb of God. Calling to mind 
the number of Missionaries who have been translated to their rest 
so very unexpectedly in Antigua, St. Kitts, and other islands, we 
are dumb before the Lord, who has thus seen fit to visit his 
heritage. May he himself heal the breaches made by his own 
unerring and gracious hand. 

“It did our hearts good to learn, from your favor of the 15th of 
April, that we may yet hope to have a suitable place of worship 
at Montgomery. The assurance contained in that letter, that our 
concerns continue to be the object of much interest to our dear 
brethren and friends at home, quite overcame my spirit. We 
will now await patiently the further developement of this business, 
and will meanwhile look in faith to Him, from whom must come 
the help and strength for so important an undertaking. 

“‘ That our dear brethren of the Directing Mission-Board should 
have resolved to send out for our comfort and assistance an active 
and zealous young brother, who can assist us in our labors, and 
especially in those which have reference to negro education, was 
more than we could have expected at this time. Happy shall we 
be to bid him welcome; and we pray, that he may, under the 
powerful influence of the Holy Spirit, be made an efficient and 
blessed servant in the vineyard of our Lord. 

‘‘This Mission must still be viewed in the light of an infant 
station, in particular, as regards the instruction of the negroes, by 
means of schools; for, though we do our best, we are aware that 
many things may probably appear, at first sight, to our expected 
assistant, in rather a rough and unpolished state. We trust, 
however, that he will find some, both among adults and children, 
who are increasing in knowledge as well as in grace. 

“Yesterday we had a blessed enjoyment of the Lord’s Supper, 
with our communicant flock. Two sisters partook for the first 
time, and two were present with a view to confirmation at a future 
period. With most of our members we perceived, at the speaking 
preparatory to the Holy Communion, an increasing desire after 
the grace of God. A few also, who are rather of a hasty, 
quarrelsome temper, demeaned themselves in such a manner, that 
we could freely admit them to participate with us in this divine 
repast. 

“There has been this year an unusual season of dry weather, 
very little rain having fallen since November. Fears are enter- 
tained of very short crops for next harvest. We are now favored 
with delightful rain; a great mercy to all classes. Provisions of 
every kind have been very dear for some time past, and even now 
ground-provisions are scarce. The small-pox have been prevalent 
in the neighboring islands, particularly in Trinidad and Grenada, 
and the scarlet fever in others; this colony has, however, been 


highly favored, in being preserved from the ravages of these 
disorders. 
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** While you have had a very trying and severe winter, we have 
had, not only a very dry, but a very wart Spring, if there be any 
Spring in this part of the world. The thermometer in the shade 
has generally been from 82 to 86 degrees. One forenoon last 
month it was 88 degrees. 

“Under these circumstances, we cannot be too thankful that 
thus far a sufficient portion of health has been preserved to our 
Mission-family, to enable us to proceed with our several duties. 
Remember us in your prayers. 


5. DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


REPORT OF THE MISSION IN ST. THOMAS, FOR THE YEAR 1834. 


New Herrnuvt.—In the month of February, the aged and 
sick on various plantations were visited, and the Holy Commu- 
nion administered to them. At Mandaal, a negro woman was 
baptised unto the death of Jesus. The manager readily gave us 
the use of the large hall in the proprietor’s house for this solemn 
transaction, and encouraged all the negroes under his control to 
attend it. Great emotion was perceptible, when the candidate 
answered the questions which were addressed to her on the sub- 
ject of her faith in Christ our Saviour. Nearly all who were 
present shed tears, when they observed the emotion with which 
she spoke; and the manager himself afterwards remarked to the 
Brethren Damus and Eder, that he had not thought it possible for 
negroes to make such progress in Christian truth. 

On occasion of the Lord’s Supper being administered to several 
on another plantation, an aged negro woman exclaimed, “ Is it 
possible, my Saviour, that thou shouldst be so gracious as to 
rejoice my spirit by a visit from my teacher, and by the participa- 
tion of thy body and blood in the Holy Communion? O with 
what desire do I approach thy holy table! Yet, with what a 
consciousness that.my sinfulness renders me unworthy of this 
grace. Nevertheless, our Saviour looks upon my need, and that 
of my brethren and sisters, and He will assuredly bless us !” 

About the middle of February, the Rev. Mr. Thomson, agent 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, who has been staying 
here for several months, took leave of us. The object of his visit 
to the Danish Islands was to promote the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures, and for this he exerted himself zealously, though without 
as large a measure of success as its importance deserved. During 
his visit at New-Herrnhut, this worthy servant of God was attack- 
ed by a violent fever, which brought him, to all appearance, nigh 
tothe grave. The Lord, however, was pleased to bless the means 
used for his recovery by his medical attendant, so that in the 
course of a few weeks, he was able to return to the English islands. 
On taking leave, he commended the work of God in this Mission 
in fervent prayer to the Lord, and expressed his best wishes for 
its continued success. 

In the first days of Passion-week, the concourse of hearers was 
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very great; and on Good-Friday our church proved far too small, 
to contain all who wished to be present at the solemn services. : 

An opportunity of hearing the Scripture narrative of the last we} 
sufferings and death of Jesus, was also afforded to the old and in- 
firm members of our flock, who live in the town, and are unable to 
visit our settlement. Among the many auditors on this occasion, 
was a white man, who not only listened very attentively, and with 
deep emotion, to what was read, but likewise engaged in profitable 
conversation with Brother Eder on the subject of it, after the ser- 
vice was over. 

In May, the native assistant, Daniel, finished his course through 
time. He was born in St. Croix, and, as he grew up, gained the a 
confidence of his master by his faithfulness and obedience. He : 
afterwards became a member of our congregation ; and his upright a’ 
and sincere character, displayed both by word and walk, caused 
him to be generally respected, and led to his appointment as a : 
native assistant, the duties of which office he discharged with r 
exemplary diligence. 

He was followed into eternity by a negro woman, who had been 
a great sufferer by the dropsy for the period of four years. She 
often mourned over her inability to go to church; adding, how- 
ever, ‘‘ My Saviour is with me, and comforts me in my distress , 
by his gracious presence.” On another occasion, she said, “I rs 
know that my illness is intended to make me cleave yet more 
closely to our Saviour: I shall soon go to him, and then I shall 
be ever with him.” Hereupon she took an affecting leave of all 
the bystanders, and soon after fell gently and happily asleep. The 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper on August 3d, was a season of 
much blessing, and we had the joy to admit sixteen persons to the 
class of candidates for this privilege. 

On November 24th was the dedication of our newly-erected 
place of worship in town. The former, it will be recollected, was 
destroyed in the great conflagration which took place on New- 
Year’s Day, 1832. The glad participation of the negroes in this 
solemnity, after having given us their active assistance during the ’ 
progress of the building, was very encouraging to us. A discourse +d 
was first held by Brother Sybrecht; in the course of whieh, he 
thanked the Lord for his gracious help and protection, and ex- 
pressed the fervent wish of himself and his brethren, that many 
might hear the word of the cross proclaimed with power in this 
house, for the salvation of their souls. Brother Wied, of Niesky, 
afterwards administered the Holy Communion to the aged and 
infirm, who attended, with very few exceptions. During these 
services, the presence of our gracious Lord was powerfully felt. 

In the course of the year, twenty adults were baptized. The 
negro congregation consisted, at its close, of 961 persons, of 
whom 426 are communicants. a 











































Nizsxy.—On the 19th of January, Brother and Sister Freytag, 
who had been called hither from St. Croix, were introduced to ; 
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this congregation. The members present were addressed from 
the words of the apostle, ‘‘ Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves, for they watch for your souls,” Heb. 
xiii. 17. And on being asked whether they were willing to comply 
with this exhortation, they answered cheerfully in the affirmative. 
On the 2lst, we visited the members of our congregation who 
live on the north side of the island, and administered to them the 
Holy Communion. Several of their number complained heavily 
of their necessitous circumstances ; observing, that they had no 
relations, and that their masters did not seem to care for them. 
They were encouraged to turn each day to the Lord, believing 
confidently that He would not forsake them ; but, at the same time, 
to beware, lest anxiety on account of their bodily wants, should 
lead them to forget their more urgent spiritual necessities ; where- 
upon they exclaimed, almost with one consent, “If we had no 
Saviour, what would become of us poor, ignorant, helpless crea- 
tures. We cannot be sufficiently thankful, that He has sent His 
word also to us, from which we may learn what we must do to be 
saved.” 

The services of the Passion- Week were attended by a numerous 
company of devout hearers, and we were particularly pleased to 
see the great number of children who assembled on Easter-Mon- 
day, from various places, many of them very distant. The mo- 
thers were earnestly entreated, not to neglect bringing their chil- 
dren regularly to church, that they might early become acquainted 
with their Creator and Redeemer. Many of the elder children, 
we are well aware, are prevented from attending, by the work 
which they are bound to perform for their respective masters. 
On the 2d of December, the native assistant, Johannes Adam, de- 
parted this life. He was baptized as a child in the year 1754, but 
was not admitted as a member of the congregation till the year 
1804. From this time, however, a great change took place in 
him. He surrendered himself to his Saviour, as His entire prop- 
erty, and sought to become, through grace, closely united with 
Him. In the year 1815 he was appointed a native assistant, and 
as long as his strength permitted, he fulfilled the duties of this 
office. Being asked, previous to his last enjoyment of the Holy 
Sacrament, whether he wished that our Saviour would soon call 
him hence, he answered, “I desire with all my heart to go to Him, 
and I beseech Him daily that he would receive me, a poor sinner, 
who owes every thing to His free grace.” Having received the 
Sacrament, he said, “I have now enjoyed the highest good, and 
am ready to go home.” 

The congregation at Niesky consisted, at the close of the year, 
of 1037 persons, among whom were 423 communicants. 


Henry Witiiam Sysrecut, Frepertck Wm. Damus, 
and Francis Eper, of New-Herrnhut. 


Henry Wien, Steemunp Freyrtaa, and Josern KieEmnt, 
of Niesky. 





FROM THE WEST INDIES. 
REPORT OF THE MISSION IN ST. CROIX, FOR 1834, 


1. Fr1epENsTHAL.—A custom has long prevailed-in this dis- 
trict, which is much to be lamented. On New Year’s Day, as 
well as during the preceding night, the negroes are permitted to 
indulge in all manner of worldly and noisy amusements. ‘hey 
parade through all the streets of the town of Christianstadt, with 
songs, and dances, and beating of drums ; and wherever they find 
a house open, they force their way into it, demanding of the owner 
either wine or rum, or else a piece of money. This intrusion is 
the more unpleasant, as little help is to be expected from the 
police at this season. In the present instance, it was the occasion 
of a member of our congregation, a worthy young man, losing his 
life. The manager had stationed him as watchman, at a place 
where a private footway led through a cane-piece, with directions 
to warn off the drunken revellers. In the performance of this 
duty, he was so severely wounded in the head by a stone, which 
one of them threw at him, that he departed after three weeks of 
severe suffering, greatly lamented by the manager, who did every 
thing in his power to save his life. He left a young wife and a 
child, to whom he was tenderly attached. To us also his loss is 
a very severe one; as he could read well, and it was a pleasure to 
him to instruct others, we hoped that, in time, he would prove a 
useful native assistant. 

January 22d.—Brother John Jacob Kruse, our first native 
assistant, finished his course after a season of protracted suffering. 
He was born in 1753, and baptized by a Roman Catholic priest. 
In the sequel, he frequented the meetings of the Brethren ; the 
Gospel found entrance into his heart, and in 1775 he became a 
member of the congregation. Ever since the year 1805 he was 
an active native assistant, and continued in this office, in which he 
rendered the Missionaries the most essential aid, to his end. As 
he possessed a competent knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and 
a considerable talent for public speaking, he was frequently com- 
missioned to officiate at the interment of those of his countrymen 
who departed in the town, or on the more distant plantations. 
On prayer-days, he likewise delivered discourses to those who 
wished to join our church, and set forth to them the love of the 
Saviour with such earnestness and propriety of manner, that he 
was heard with great pleasure ; and as he was intimately acquainted 
with the character of his countrymen, he seldom failed to make an 
impression upon their hearts by the peculiar suitableness of his 
language, and his apt illustrations of spiritual things. At the re- 
quest of several planters, he gave instruction in reading, to the 
young people on their estates, and never neglected an opportunity 
of leading the children to their Creator and Redeemer, as the 
parents thankfully acknowledge. He likewise accounted it a plea- 
sant duty, to assist in giving those who were candidates for bap- 
tism or the Holy Communion, a clear and scriptural view of these 


sacraments. Even the pain which he endured, in consequence of 
Vou. VI.—36 
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a hurt in his leg, did not prevent his following up this pleasant 
occupation ; for when he could no longer walk, he visited the es- 
tates on horseback. A few months before his death, as he was 
going about his garden on crutches, he had the misfortune to fall 
and break his leg. ‘The doctor, who was called in, pronounced it 
necessary to amputate the limb; but as he could not consent to 
have the operation performed, he had to spend three months in 
excruciating pain. One of his daughters nursed him faithfully, 
and alleviated his sufferings, by the frequent reading of the Scrip- 
tures, or other edifying books. Nothing gratified him more than 
to receive a visit from one of the Missionaries, on which occasion 
he often requested, that liturgical hymns might be sung at his bed- 
side. Word being brought us a few days before his end, that his 
departure seemed to be at hand, Brother Bonhof hastened tu see 
him. As soon as he heard the salutation of the Missionary, he 
opened his eyes, and held out his hand to him. On being remind- 
ed of the happiness which awaited him, of soon beholding his 
Saviour face to face, he delivered a cheerful testimony to the love 
of the Redeemer, and the mercy which had been shown to him, 
the chief of sinners, expressing at the same time his confident 
hope, that Jesus would receive him graciously. He then re- 
quested Brother Bonhof to deliver a cordial salutation from him to 
the negro congregation, and bade him farewell. A few days after 
he departed, at the age of 80 years. His funeral was attended, 
not only by great numbers of his countrymen, but also by many 
persons of other Christian denominations. 

At the close of the year 1834, the congregation at Friedensthal 
consisted of 2132 persons, of whom 777 are communicants. 


2. Friepensperc.—At the commencement of the year, we 
found it needful to supply the vacancies which had occurred in 
the company of our native assistants, and we were therefore truly 
thankful to the Lord, that we were able to meet with six Brethren 
and eleven Sisters, whose character and consistent walk afforded 
us the well-grounded hope that they would discharge the duties 
of this important office with zeal and faithfulness. On sap | in- 


formed of their appointment, they all declared that they felt them- 
selves bound to serve our Saviour with all their powers, both of 
soul and body. 

In April, Brother Junghans visiting on a plantation, was in- 
formed by a lady of quality, that she had sent a negro child, of 
the age of three years, to attend our Easter-services, and on his 
return, inquired what he had heard in our church. The child, 
not being able to express his feelings in words, knelt down, folded 
his hands, and said, ‘* Thus we heard them pray to our Saviour.” 
The lady observed, that it had given her heartfelt pleasure to 
learn, that we taught even the youngest children to pray to the 
Lord Jesus. 

In the course of the year four adults were baptized. The con- 


gregation consisted at its close of 2117, of whom 761 were com- 
municants. 
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3. Friepensre_p.—In May a negro sister was visited, who had 
been confined to the house by sickness for halfa year. Formerly 
she had much to say about her good works; on the present occa- 
sion, it was evident that the Holy Spirit had led her into a whole- 
some school, in which she had learnt to know her depravity. “I 
am a poor Guinea negro woman,” she exclaimed, “and now I 
perceive, that I am also a great sinner, a truth of which I, before, 
would hear nothing; I pray earnestly to our Saviour for the for- 
giveness of my sins.” 

For many years past, we have not known so distressing a 
drought as prevails in these islands ; for, during the whole of the 
so-called short rainy season, in the month of May, nota single 
shower has fallen. So much the more thankful were we to our 
Lord, for sending us rain in August, whereby the distress expe- 
rienced by all classes was greatly relieved. In the course of a 
few days, all nature seemed to be refreshed, and the negroes were 
able to plant their gardens. During the whole of this trying sea- 
son, we were greatly favored by the Lord, and suffered no want. 
From our negro Brethren and Sisters we received the most kind 
and valuable assistance ; every evening they brought us not only 
water, but also grass, sometimes from a considerable distance ; 
and not unfrequently were we both surprised and affected to find, 
when we rose in the morning, that they had provided us with a 
sufficient quantity of grass, to feed our cattle for several days. 

After a period of long suffering a negro sister departed by means 
of a complaint in the throat, which, in its last stage, deprived her 
of the power of swallowing any thing without the greatest pain. 
Being visited a few days before her end, she exclaimed, “I am in 
great distress; my sufferings increase daily. I am hungry, and 
cannot eat; man cannot relieve me, and our Saviour delays his 
help.” She was affectionately directed to Jesus, as the faithful 
High Priest and Almighty Deliverer of His people; on which 
she recovered her cheerfulness, and said, “I will pray to our 
Saviour to give me patience, till His hour for my deliverance 
shall arrive.” 

In the course of the year, 39 adults have been baptized, or 
received into the congregation. Our negro flock numbered, at its 
close, 2433 members, among whom were 1008 communicants. 


Joun Geruarp Bonunor, Joun Gotttos MiuLier, and 
Joun CuristT1an Suick, of Friedensthal. 


Joun Jacos Sparmeyer, and Joun ANDREW PLAETTNER, 
of Friedensberg. 


Joun ANDREW Stavupe, Martin Wo. Popp, and CHarLes 
Frep. Kocursg, of Friedensfeld. 














284 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS 
REPORT OF THE MISSION IN ST. JAN, FOR 1834 


On the 7th of February was the funeral of the aged negro Peter. 
He had been baptized as a child in the Danish church, but any im- 
pressions made upon his heart by the religious instruction which 
he received in early years, were effaced as he grew up, by the 
evil connexions which he formed as a sailor on board of a ship. 
For a long time he lived in utter regardlessness of God, and the 
salvation of his own soul, caring only fur earthly things. Of late 
years he resided in our neighborhood, and in general bore the 
character of an honest, upright man, whereby he was confirmed 
in his feelings of self-complacency. Though often exhorted by 
the Missionaries to come to church, he could not resolve to com- 
ply with their entreaties. At length, however, about three years 
before his death, one of our native assistants succeeded in over- 
coming his reluctance ; he came, and heard, and was so powerfully 
arrested by Divine grace, that from that time forwards he never 
failed to attend as often as the infirmities of advancing age per- 
mitted. In July, 1832, he was received into the congregation; 
and in October of the following year he was admitted into the 
class of candidates for the Holy Communion. In his latter days, 
he frequently bewailed with tears his long-continued indifference 
to spiritual things; at the same time, that he could not thank his 
Saviour sufficiently, for the mercy displayed towards him, even in 
hoary hairs, and the assurance which he enjoyed, that his sins 
were all forgiven. 


1. Emmavus.—On the 4th of April we celebrated the festival of 
the dedication of our church fifty years ago. This day, however, 
happening to occur in the middle of the week, and during the 
busiest period of the sugar harvest, we could only meet in the 
evening for the solemn service, in which we and our negro flock 
thankfully called to mind the mercy and faithfulness, which this 
congregation has experienced at the hand of God our Saviour. 
During the past half century, 1124 children have been baptized at 
this place, 1330 adults have been either baptized or received into 
the congregation ; 741 persons have been admitted to the Holy 
Communion; 1044 have departed this life. Of the Evfropean 
Brethren and Sisters who have served this flock, eleven were 
called home during their service. 

The congregation consists at present of 1006 persons, among 
whom are 361 communicants. 


2. The congregation at Betuany of 635 souls, among whom 
216 are communicants. 


(Signed) Jacos Burr, and Joun Henry Ket, of Bethany. 


Cuar.es Frep. Scumitz, and Freperick HENRY 
Mever, of Emmaus. 


’ 

































FROM JAMAICA. 
IV. JAMAICA MISSION. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN TO THE EDITOR. 


Fairfield, January 25th, 1838. 


Dear Brotrner,—On the annexed leaf I give a short account 
of the fund, collected in the United States, for clothing poor ne- 
groes, a part of which was collected in New York, in 1836, by 
Brother Van Vleck, at the solicitations of our late Brother Binin- 
ger. May I request you to give it such publicity as you may 
think proper, though I did not, when writing it, think of its pub- 
lication; I wish our kind benefactors to be assured, that their 
bounty is truly appreciated, and that their intentions have been 
fulfilled. 

Most gladly would I occasionally furnish you with some intelli- 
gence respecting our Mission in Jamaica, but my time has been 
so incessantly occupied, that very little was left at my disposal. 
Indeed I fee), that the anxieties and exertions, which | have been 
obliged to undergo during the past year, begin to affect my health ; 
but as long as the Lord pleases to use me as an humble instrument 
in His hands, I cannot repine. I will endeavor to keep your re- 
quest in mind, and at this time only say, that by the Divine blessing 
we are all in tolerable health, and that our Lord continues to smile 
on our labors. During the year past our congregations have 
increased both in number and in grace; and to the same Saviour 
we look for further mercies. 

Respecting the employment of Archibald Monteith, (a native 
African,) as a travelling helper among us, I will only say, that the 
attempt has been actually made, and hitherto with undoubted ad- 
vantage. He is an humble, but very sensible African; and his 
knowledge of Scripture and of the human heart is such as none 
but the Spirit of God could impart. 

Last Sunday we heard from our late fellow-laborers, Brother 
and Sister Haman. After touching at St. Thomas and most of 
the other islands, they reached Barbadoes in safety, and from there 
proceeded for Demerara, in the mail boat, on December 16th. 
Their predecessors in that colony, Brother and Sister Coleman, 
who have accepted a call to Jamaica, are expected in Kingston 
daily, to strengthen our hands. 


TO THE CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE FUND FOR 
‘““CLOTHING DESTITUTE NEGROES AND THEIR CHILDREN IN 
JAMAICA,” TO ENABLE THEM TO ATTEND SCHOOL AND CHURCH. 


Fairfield, Jamaica, January 25th, 1838. 


Dear Frienps,—Some aceount of the manner in which the 
above fund has been expended is due to you. If it is not as 
minute as could have been wished, it will at least show in what 
manner your charitable contributions have been expended ; and 
that the negroes themselves, as well as the Missionaries, are truly 
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thankful for such aid. Of the amount received by me, ($204.37},) 
about one half has been used in the year past, as follows : 

Some doliars have been given to other Missionaries, to be ap- 
plied according to the intentions of the donors. 

I have given trifling sums, such as 12} cents or 25 cents oc- 
casionally to such as were sick, and in great distress, especially 
during the scarcity of provisions in April, May and June of last 

ear. 
” The principal outlay has been upon cheap articles of clothing, 
ordered from England for that purpose. The school children 
here, about 80 in number, who frequently appeared half naked 
and in a very improper way, have each had given to them sufficient 
striped cotton or cheap print for a long shirt, which they put on 
only when they come to school and church. 

The aged poor have received small presents of clothing to en- 
able them to appear decently at church; for which purpose many 
of them were obliged to borrow a shirt or petticoat from other 
negroes. ‘Those relieved have been principally negroes, belong- 
ing to poor persons, who supply their wants very imperfectly. 
One destitute man of this description, with a withered and crooked 
hand, which disables him from working for his maintenance, was 
most thankful for a few yards of cotton stuff to clothe himself, as 
he belongs to a poor man, and was always obliged to borrow 
clothes to attend Divine Service. One indigent woman, who was 
relieved in the same manner, testified her thankfulness in the 
following burst of feeling : ‘* Look here, Missis ! them good friend 
who send this clothes don’t know me, poor thing! For the sake 
of our Saviour they sendit. God bless them! God bless them !” 
Some of the little children too expressed themselves in the same 
manner. 

A poor old woman, a decided Christian, and for many years a 
valuable assistant, who is now afflicted with a dreadful disease, so 
that one arm and leg are swelled to an enormous size, and are 
literally covered with sores, most fervently implored the Divine 
blessing on those who thus remembered the poor and afflicted. 
Her expressions of gratitude would have melted every heart. 

Several have been assisted, whose houses were broken open, 
and their little property, in clothing, &c. stolen. One of these 
was literally left without a garment to his back, but the ragged 
shirt he had on. One poor man, disabled by rheumatism, had his 
provision-ground robbed, and his house broken open; a little 
assistance was well-timed. When he received it, he fell on his 
knees, and besought the Lord most fervently, to bless all those, 
who assisted in this charitable undertaking. 

These are only a few instances, but sufficient to show the thank- 
fulness of the receivers. Doubtless, “ the blessings of those who 
were ready to perish,” shall come on all their kind benefactors, 
and the Lord will remember his promise, “ whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones, a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you he shall in no wise 
lose his reward.” Jacos Zorn. 
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V. MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


I. Danisu West Inp1es.—In the night of the 2d of August 
these islands were visited with a hurricane of unexampled vio- 
lence, which desolated the island of St. Thomas, and destroyed a 
great part of the town, together with from 30 to 40 vessels, lying 
in the harbor. According to information, received from our Mis- 
sionaries at New Herrnhut, under date of the 11th of August, the 
stations in St. Thomas and St. Johns, especially New Herrnhut 
and Niesky in the former, and Bethany in the latter island, 
sustained great injury. At the first mentioned place, all the out- 
buildings were greatly damaged, and the negro-houses blown 
down, with the exception of one; 3 negroes, belonging to our 
congregation, lost their lives ; and the new church in the town 
of St. Thomas, erected a few years ago, was considerably cracked, 
and entirely unroofed. Nevertheless, the Missionaries were filled 
with gratitude to the Lorp, who had held His protecting hand 
over them during that dreadful night, kept all the members of the 
Mission-family from harm, and preserved the churches and dwell- 
ing-houses at all the stations. Sister Meyer at Bethany alone had 
suffered, having taken a violent cold, by standing in the wet cellar 
during the storm. The rest of our Missionaries in these islands 
were well. From St. Croiz no particular intelligence, relating to 
the hurricane, has been received. Government had set apart the 
13th of August, to be observed by the population as a day of 
prayer. Brother and Sister Menzel, appointed to the service of 
the Mission in the Danish Islands, had safely arrived on the 21st 
of July, after a voyage of nine weeks; but the vessel, in which 
they had sailed, was among the number of those that were de- 
stroyed by the hurricane. In a letter of a prior date, from Em- 
maus, in St. Johns, Brother Schmitz gives a gratifying report of 
the spiritual course of that congregation. Many new people apply 
for admission to church fellowship, the chapel is often not capable 
of containing the great number of hearers, and the services are 
also diligently attended by white people from the vicinity, who 
feel a desire for religious instruction and edification; of which 
they are otherwise entirely destitute. 

Il. Nortu American Inp1ans.—]. Under date of the 14th of 
November, Brother Jesse Vogler reports his arrival at St. Louis, 
in Missouri, accompanied, however, only by the smaller portion 
of the emigrating Indian congregation; the greater part having 
remained at Lake Winnebago, in Wisconsin Territory, with the 
intention of following their countrymen next spring. Two adults 
had died on the road. They had performed the latter part of their 
journey in a steamboat, and were in hopes, with the assistance of 
Gen. Clark, of proceeding in the same manner as far as the mouth 
of the Konzas river, and of reaching the end of their pilgrimage 
before the’ close of the month. In this they succeeded. Accord- 
ing to recent intelligence, received from Brother Jesse Vogler, 
they arrived on the 27th of November at a place three miles below 
the mouth of the Konzas river, in Missouri. Immediately after 
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landing, they notified the Chiefs of the Indians, located in that 
vicinity, of their arrival, and after a Council, held on the 6th of 
December, obtained permission from them, to select a place of 
settlement in a section of country assigned them on the Konzas 
river. After having taken a view of it, they pitched upon a spot, 
combining the advantages of timber and good water, which is 
scarcer there than good land. Among the Delaware and Shawnee 
Indians in that part of the country, there are several Missionary 
stations, belonging to other Christian denominations. Being, as 
yet, destitute of a habitation, Brother J. Vogler will for the pre- 
sent, by invitation, take up his abode at a Missionary station of 
the Methodists, distant three miles, where he has engaged to keep 
a school till the Ist of March, and whence he purposes visiting 
his flock every Saturday. : 

As that portion of the emigrating Indian congregation, which 
have remained at Lake Winnebago, in Wisconsin Territory, may 
be expected to follow their brethren to Missouri in the spring, and 
as a flock of about 200 persons will thus be collected there, the 
Provincial Board at Bethlehem have deemed it necessary, that 
Brother and Sister Christian Miksch at New Fairfield, should also 
remove to this new station. This will at the same time afford 
Sister Vogler, with her two children, the best opportunity of re- 
joining her husband, who has cheerfully consented to remain with 
the emigrant flock, as their future teacher. 

2. At New Fairfield, U.C., our Missionaries have felt very 
lonely since the departure of the greater portion of their congre- 
gation. With the remainder they had a very blessed celebration 
of the 17th of September, the memorial-day of the married choir, 
which was distinguished by the baptism of a Delaware Indian, 
about 70 years of age, who had been greatly addicted to intemper- 
ance, and had for many years turned a deaf ear to the word of God. 

The latest intelligence respecting the Mission at New Fairfield 
is contained in a letter from Brother Abraham Luckenbach, under 
date of the 15th of January, according to which the disturbances 
in Canada had extended to their vicinity, warlike preparations 
were going forward, the militia were on their march to Sandwich 
and Malden, all the Indians on the Thames river, and north of the 
Missionary station, had been called into service by the Govern- 
ment, and 30men belonging to our congregation, had already taken 
the field, under Col. Clinch. Brother Luckenbach states, that the 
celebration of the Christmas festival, at which time perfect tran- 
quillity still prevailed in their neighborhood, was a blessed season. 

3. Of the Cherokee Mission the following information has been 
received from Salem, N.C. :—The greater part of the converts, 
constituting the flower of the little Cherokee flock, set out last fall 
for Arkansas, after a mournful farewell meeting, deeply regretting 
it, that no Missionary could accompany them. They however 
soon went into winter-quarters, at a moderate distance from their 
former dwelling-place, so that Brother Miles Vogler/ who still 
remains at Brainerd, has been enabled to,visit them, and will 
continue to do so. 








